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Shining a spotlight on Tom Petty

By ROD LOCKWOOD

BLADE STAFF WRITER

t doesn't take four hours to figure

out Tom Petty.

Everything anyone needs to
know about the man is tucked

neatly into a few
deliciously tense mo-
ments in the Peter
Bopdanovich-direct-
ed Petty doc Run-
nin’ Down A Dream,
which really does
clock in at just under
240 minutes.

It's a rare peek into
the sleazy morass
of the recording in-
dustry that someone
captured on film
years ago. Petty'’s in
a studio with one of
his most important

influences, Roger McGuinn of The
Byrds, who is working on a solo al-
bum. The control roum is tight and
claustrophubie, and there's a young-
ish record company executive there
telling McGuinn he has written him
a song that should be recorded for

the release,

Petty looks at the song and imme-
diately dismisses it as not worthy of
McGuinn’s standards. He's droll and
derisive, reading some of the lyrics
out loud and sncenng at them, “1
could smoke a joint and write three

lines better than that,”

he says.

Buy,

the song.

Then he turns on
the record company
man, who tries half-
heartedly to defend
his work against one
of America’s greatest
singer/songwriters.
McGuinn is laughing
nervously as
stands over the other
tells him
he's "very suspicious”
of his maotives
accuses him of pet-
ting "points,” - ie a
kickback from the record company
— if the song gets on the album,
Petty doesn't back down, of course,
and McGuwinn agrees not to record

The older musician's lack of con-
fidence — it's obvious that he would
have dutifully recorded the song if

DYDS

But most

Pety
a point,
that

and

Petty hadn't been around and he
pretty much says so later — makes
you squirm. You mean artists hke
Roger McGuinn really let some cal-
low corporate shall tell him what
songs he's going to record?

importantly,
staunch defense of his friecnd and
willingness to create a scene on his
behalf define in a few awkward,
nervous minutes what Bogdanovich
explores in detail throughout the
documentary: Petty is a fearless de-
fender of his own integrity and that
of anyone with whom hes associ-
ated and he's put hus career on the
line more than a few times to prove

*They were trying to make the art-
ist into something he wasn't in order
to sell hun a certain way,” Petty suys
years later, summing up a decades-
long battle that he always wins,
either as a solo artist or with his long-
time band the Heartbreakers.

Runmn’ Down a Dream, which in-
cludes a full-length concert and a CD
of musical rarties, was born when
Petty’s management team wanted to
do something more than just a 3uth
anniversary concert in Gainesville,

Fla.. whe
breakers
Mudcrute
connectio
thirector o
Paper M
brought n
together.

laking
of hours
that bant
in their ¢
(including
Bub Dyl
The Hea
him  thae
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Reviewed yesterday

@ August Rush. A prodigy,
abandoned at birth, uses lus
music to try to find his parents,
PG; 113 min. (CDEB CDM,
SLC)

@ Uefore the Devil Knows
Youre Dead. A tale of greed,
inhdelity, and murder from
cireetor Sidney Lumer, Ry 117
min. (Sup)

@ Enchanted, The fairy-tale
wutld and the real world collide
in thus halt-ammated, halt live-
ietion anuly b, PG; 107 min,
(LDER COM, Vox, SLC)

@ Hirrman. 1he vudeo pome

r‘?&

Movie summanas ara condensed
from Blave mviews and retlect the the-
ater schedule sturting tomomow, Fims
ara rated on a scala of 5 stors (bast)
ta Bumb (worst). The roviewer's nama,
mavia runming tme, and abbreviations
of tha theaters whera the maovia is play
Ing ara at the end ot each summary,

Amurican Gangster. Denzel Wash
Inglon plays a real-ite Harlem cnme
lord who revolutionized the sala of
herain in tha eerly 70s. Aussell Crowa
ﬁ‘lur& the cop who brought him dawn,

ail auted, but oduly thin lor such a

about a genetically engineered
assassin leaps o the big screen,
It; 93 min. (CDEB CDM, SLC)

@ [he Must. Stephen king’
tale of hornfying and deadly
creatures that show up the day
alter i mysterous storm sweeps
asmall town, R; 127 min, (CDFR
CDM, SLC)

@® No Country for Old Men,
When a man fouds $2 nulhon, a
load of heromn, and a lot ot dead
budies, he becomes the target
of a ruthless kidler. R; 102 min,
(CDEFB CDM)

@ llus Christmas. For the
first nme in four years, fanuly
members gather for Christmas,
complete with gilts and  ema-
Bonal bagpage. PG-13; 119 min.
(CDEER COM, S5L0)

ﬁwuaplngi opic. R % % & 160 min,
(Bt (COFP, COM, SLC)

The Assassiation af Jasse
Jamues by the Coward Robert Ford,
Brau Pitt stars as the legundary autiaw,
Casuy Alluck 15 tus fate — quita iter-
ally, ha hos tha glawer of approach-

Ing doom in this olten Breathtaking,
but slow, westem aboul culebty
and myth. Patience i1s rowuraed. R
k k& &k ok 160 min. (Borreih) (Sup)

Boa Mavie, Jerry Seinteid ratuins,
In curtuun torm, as a bea wha hies a
[Bwswit aguinst mankmd for the thalt of

Movie (ltlnﬂ

honey. Slight, chipper, and you've seen
it all betore. PG % & & 90 mun, (Bor
rell) (COFP, CDM, Fox, SLC)

Belfa, The “New York momeants®
maka this tale o a wailress grop-
pling with an unwanled pregnancy an
engaging fadure. PG-13 & % 110 min,
{Wire review) (COM)

Beowulf, Arguably mankind's
first big dumb action fick. Director
Robert Zemechkis, using the animation
techniquo used on The Polar Express,
renders a creepy digial cast ol ipnmnus
laces, including Angetina Jolie as a
deman. Tha lilm 1s souiless but the 3-D
ellects am incrodible PG-13 & & &
113 min. (Bormeil) (COFP, COM, SLC)

Dan in Real Life, Stove Carell plays
O newspoper advica colummst umf
new widower with three daughters.
Much to his shack, he finds an intense
bund with the now girlinend (Julietia
Binache) of tvs brother (Dana Cook),
#&m‘u;t.*luw:m ;cl charm pervaJos.

% % & 95 mun. (Bormaii) (GO
COM, SLC) : ki

The Darfeeling Limited, Wes
Anderon’s intust live dolinouse (5 0
Sometimes ledious, mora olten relazing
Iravelogue across a storybook India,
with Qwun Wilsan, Joson Schwartzs
man, and Adnan Brody as estrunged
brothers attempting ta bonu R & & &
91 min. (Boreil) (Sup)

Fred Claus, Vince Vaughn plays the
bad-sued bruther of Paul Giamatu's
Juily Qid EIl. The plot holds promisa,
but the end result maves on autapilol;
fraudutent and tull of uneurmed haurts
wirming moments that can makw the
Skin cruwl. PG & & 116 mun, (Borralll)
(COFF, COM, Fox, SLC)

' e W (

NEW LINE ::ur«eEm,:
John Travolta in Hairspray.

Hairspray. John Waters' 1988
film coines around agun 4s a movia
adaptaon of the musk al adaptanon of
the onginal movie, and NE resulls am
ndiculousty entertaming. PG o i & 4
89 min. (Bomein) (Mau, Sup)

The Heartbreak Kid. A timid,
thouyh not unpleasant, remake of tha
1972 Nuil Simon-Elane May comedy
about @ nowlywed (Ben Suller, m s
one) who tuils for a now girl, whila an
his honaymoan. The plat 1S cninga-
worlhy, but in the hands af the Farrelly
Bruthars, it sl produces chuckies, PG
% o & 110 o (Borrudi) {Sup

[nta the Wiid. Sean Penns lyncal
ode to the upen road, (0 youthlul
itualisim, and plowing yaur awn path,
Enulg Hirsch stars as a recent colleye
gruduute wha guts aut tor tha Aluskan
huck country. Tha Hm takes pang
1a poke hates in that iudhsm, only
rointarcing it. Busud un thy book (rom
Jon Krakauer. R ok & & & & 117 min,

(Barmuin (Sup)

Lars and the Real Girl. Ryan
Gosing plays a loner who falls fora
life-size sex doll. But don't hold that
against the movie. What sounds ltke a
ane-note joke becomes a well-acted,
maving appeal lor compassionala
understanding. PG-13 & % & # 108
min. (Bomeail) (Sup)

The ufe of Brian, Tha Monty Py-
thon crew's ureverant 1979 him about
the “savior” bom in a manger just
down tha streat from Jesus’ manger. R
% ok % & 93 mun. (Wire review) (Mau)

Lions for Lambs. Tom Cruise,
Robert Redtord, and Meryl Streep star
in a him about Amenca's war on lemon,
The earnest film 1s tiled with geopolili-
cal 1ssues, but it's so leadun, it's (ke
@ lmminated editonal. R & & 88 min,
(Bameaili) JSI.GI

Love in the Time of Cholera, Mike
Nowall's adaptation of tha Guonel Gar-
cia Mamuez novel, A tale of und‘rlrqum
love, anginally toid in a very distinut
vouca, this version will stnke audiences
as romantic and olhers as a (ost oppor-
tunity. Javier Bardem leads a talented
rostar awash n miscasting. R & & 138
mun. (Bormell) (Sup)

Mr. Magorium's Wonder Empa-
rium, The lovely moments are plentiful
but the marvels are minor n tis tale
of an aging toy impresana (Dustn
Huffman] wha wants to hand aver his
shap 1o his lavorite employge (Natuile
Purlman). G & # 93 mun. (Wira review)
(COFPR, CDM, Fox, SLC)

Manty Pythan and tha Holy Grail,
In thus 1974 cumedy, the Monty Pythan
Craw spoals the King Arthur legund,
PG & & & & 90 inin, (Wira rviuw)
(Mau)

P2. A miscast, misdirected botch
al a can't miss plot that centers on a
woman (Rachel Nichols) becoming the
target of an unminged secunty guard
(Wes Beniley) in an emply parking ga-
rage. R % 98 min. (Wire raview) (Sup)

Ratatouille. The third him from
Brad Bird, the inventive master behind
The Incredibies, 1s not really lor kids,
not really for adulls, Itis, instead, for
thosae who love lood, who dream of if,
Remy tha rat s a barm chel, but being
a rat, soma dreams are complicated. G
+ o & & 111 min. (Bomeil) (Sup)

Saw [V, It's called *torture pom,”
this genre where we walch people
strapped 10 this, nailed 1o that, faced
with the ughest choices you can imag-
ine. The Saw Irenchise used 1o have an
alleged maral component, but now It's
all -.;ahuu[ the gore R & 108 min. (Wire
reviuw) (COFP, GDM, )

Superbad, Thu mast accurata de-
piction of high school e snce Amen-
can Grafiife. A pair af tnends at the end
at their semor year try (o scom liquor
for @ couple of tamala hottivs = thal's
the nominal plot. The real subjoct 1S
the tngnt of looming adulthoud. From
the sume guys behind Knocked Up. R
# & & & & 114 mn, (Bome) (Sup)

30 Days of Night. Clavar idua,
Vampires cunvur\‘u un Burow, Alaska,
which has na duyhynt tor 30 straynt
doys each yoar, Clayor idoa, with a

nderous story, but stunmng visuals,

# & & 113 mun. (Bormell) (Sup]

Underdog. This live-action mavia
basud gn the ‘70s corloon about o su-

urhero dog just lles thema, wailing lor
b fun to sturt. It never dous. PG & B4
min, (Wire reyiuw) (Mau, Sup)

Theater Codes

CDFP: Cinema De Lux
Frannin Park, 5001 Monroa St.;
419-891-5039.

CDM: Cinema Da Lux
Maumee, 1360 Conant St,; 419-
891-50a9.

Fox: Fox theaters, in the
Woodville Mall; 419-693-8922,

Mau: Maumea Indoor The-

-gler-si=tionant St., Maumee;
419-8497 -4901.

SLC: Showcase Levis Com-
mons, State At 25 and 1475,
Perrysburg; 419-891-58039.

Sup: Super Cinemas, Spnng
Meusdows Shopping Center; 418-
B91-5u49.

KEY TO RATINGS

G: GEMERAL AUDIENCES:
All ages admutted,

PG: PARENTAL GUIDANCE
SUGGESTED. Some matenal
Muy nat be suitable lor chuldren,

PG-13: PARENTS STRONG-
LY CAUTIONED. Some matenal
may ba mappropnoate far Jhil-
dren under 13,

A: RESTRICTED. Under 17
requires youth (o be accompa-
Mied Dy parent ar adult guardian,

NG-17: No ana 17 and under
admitted,

For complete muvie
reviews, stings, the-
fters, and show times,
visit toledublude,com/
muavies,
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Lhe Largest FREE Holiday Craft Show in the Area
Fri. & Sat.,, Now. 23 & 24: 10-3
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Petty bandmate protests exclusion

By BILL DeYOUNG
STUART (FLA) NEWS

In Peter Bogdanovich’s docu-
mentary Runnin’ Down a Dream,
Tom Petty goes from a hungry
and ambitious Florida teen to
international rock icon.

The four-hour film, just re-
leased on DVD, and the coffee-
table book that accompanies
it, relates the story of Petty and
the many musicians who have
played with lum over the past
four decades. The tale is told by
the star himself along with doz-
ens of present and former band
members, business associates,
and famous admirers.

Danny Roberts is nowhere
to be found. A singer/guitarist
with Mudcrutch, the Ganes-
ville, Fla., group that cvolved
into the Heartbreakers, Roberts
spent three years with Petty and
company; they were the best of
friends and obsessed with mak-
ing the big time.

Roberts performed on ev-
ery recording that brought the
group to the attention of the
Lous Angeles music industry and
even drove the 1969 Volkswagen
van that got them there, They
performed many of lus compo-
sitions, He signed the first con-

tracts and played hundreds of
shows as part of Mudcrutch. He
sings and plays bass on the only
single the group ever released.

There's a famous photo, circa
1974, of the band in this period.
It appears in "Runnin’ Down a
Dream,” but Roberts has been
airbrushed out.

The Mudcrutch saga takes up

Roberts sings and
plays bass on the only
single Mudcrutch ever

released

much of the film’s first hour.

“l try not to be bitter, but [ can’t
but be a little hurt by such an in-
tentional snub,” sud Roberts, 55,
who is back playing in Florida
bars, *l somehow thought Tom
was bigger than that."

Muderutch broke up in 1975,
without finishing an  album.
Roberts moved back home to
Flonda, while Petty and the oth-
ers remamned in California to
pick up the pieces.

*“They asked me to come back
15 1o 20 nmes,” Roberts sad, "ev-
ery day for a while. They're hired
another guv from Flonda to play

bass, but it didn't work out.”

He did head west again and
spent several years playing with
New Wave pioneer Phil Seymour.
Petty had reformed his group
and renamed it the Heartbreak-
Crs.

In a statement, Bogdanovich
cited the documentary’s epic
running time as the reason for
Roberts’ exclusion, “We could not
possibly encompass every single
twist and turn, nor every person
who came and went along the
way,” the filmmaker sad.

"I am sorry Mr. Roberts feels
slighted, and can understand his
fechings, but we had to keep the
viewers' attention-span in mind,
and he was not essential to the
journey we were depicting ..
Nothing personal.”

Roberts hasn't seen or heard
from his old friends for 20 years,

He says he doesn't want mon-
ey; he received a helty royalty
check for the Mudcrutch tracks
included on the 1995 Petty an-
thology “Playback.”

"l want acknowledgement
of my input and my contribu-
tions,” Roberts sand. *1 was there.
It wouldn't have happened as it
happened wathout my participa-
tion,”
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Petty

Continued from Page 14

leased as its own DVD), and
talking head interviews, the
dircctor was able to piece to-
gether a defimtive portrait of
the artist.

As a songwriter with an un-
erring knack for composing
tight, catchy pop-rock songs
like “Break-

told them that if he couldn't get
out of it, he'd just stop making
music. And he meant it, which
led to a drawn-out legal fight
that he eventually won. When
he was reaching the height of
his popularity with the Heart-
breakers and his record com-
pany decided to sell his new
album for a then unheard-of
$49.98, he refused to give them
the songs, going so far as to
have them taken out of the stu-

dio everyday

down,h"” and hdden
“Don't Come  RUNNIN'DOWN ADREAM  so that cven
Around Here . he wouldn't
No More,” "I know where
Won't  Back they were,

Down,” "Free “They were
Fallin," and using our own
“Refugee,” populanty to
"American rse  profit-
Girl," and ability across
countless the  board,”
others, Petty’s he says in the
only real documentary.
peer is Bruce > His carcer
Springsteen, i took a num-
They aso . TOM PETTY | ber of wmns
share a high- AND THE HEARTBREAKERS and over time
minded sense he played with
of integrity Dylan, formed

and the ability
to inuntively make decisions
that pay off musically,

Petty was a band leader (rom
the very beginning, convincing
hus long-time collaborator gui-
tarist Mike Campbell to forgo
a college educanon to join hum
in a rock and roll band. He dud
the same with planist Benmont
Tench, formung the core of The
Heartbreakers,

Runnin’ Down a Dream trac-
es their career in chronologieal
order and the archival footage
pays ofl because there is plenty
of ald film of the band pihing
into a van to go to Calitorn,
hanging out in dive hotels, and
playing early gigs. [U's rare stull,
but it also sumewhat prediet-
able: Who hasn't seen footage
ol young huppie-looking dudes
tossing Frisbees and clowning
around in the '70s2

The documentary begins to
take on a deeper tone when
Perty talks about his upbring-
ing, noung that even though
he grew up in rural Floreda ht—
never had o southern accent.
He had a horrible relationsiup
with lus father, who he sind
wats abusive, and was extremely
cluse w his mom, a dynumic
that gave hom an intense ambi-
tan ta suceeed, coupled with a
sensivity to anything he pur-
cetved as an injustice,

S0 when he was stuck with
a bad record deal, he marcled
into the record company and

the Traveling
Wilburys with George Harrison,
Jeff Lynne, Dylan, amd Roy Or-
bison, and worked with Johnny
Cash, all the while churming out
successiul albums,

Runmn® Down A Dream’s
strength is Petty himself, With
no volce-over narration, Hﬂg‘
danovich lets the interview
subjects maove the story along,
Theres Campbell and Tench,
of course, but also Pearl Jam's
Eddie Vedder, the Foo PFight-
ers’ Dave Grohl, a number of
managers and other former
band members, and even the
late George Harrison in footage
flmed years ago. (Theres no
Dylan, untortunately.)

Petty has a wry, intelligent
sense of humor, conveying a
nmiee balance of self-deprecat-
ing humor without any false
mudesty, Clearly hes a musi-
ctan who knows exactly what
hes domg, a natural leader, and
an artst with a sense of his own
history, Over Hogdanovichs
four hours that puint is clear,
through the music as well as
the mterviews, Pechaps it
for hard-core fans only, but as
a document of the arust as a
young and now ouddie-aged
man, Bunmin' Dawn A Dream
never luses its focus,

(The BVD is bemg sold exclu-
swuly mmuhh Hust Buy stures,)

Contact Rod Lockwaad at:

rlochkwoodd@ineblada.com
or 4189-724-6 154,
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