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Boaz Sharon returns,
Petty gets nostalgic

unnellon is scooping
Beying,
Before classical pia-
nist Boaz Sharon
embarks on his upconung con-
certs in China, he will debut his
new program Sunday at one of
his favonte venues — Dunnel-
lon Presbyterian Church. The
free recital starts at 3 p.m.
Sharon is an internationally
touring pianist (if it's not Rus-
sia, it's Chuna; if 1t's not China,
it's. ) and recording artist. He
has conducted masterclasses in
Israel, England, South America,
Russia and the United States.
He 1s also president of the
Israeli Liszt Society and, at one
oint, served as artistic director
or the Prague International
Piano Masterclass.

But, he does have a day job. o e B
That would be as “Professor  Classical pianist and UF
Sharon,” the muld-mannered professor Boaz Sharon
head of the Universuy of Flori-  performs in Dunnellon on
da’s Piano Area. He 1s soft- Sunday afternoon.

spoken yet outspoken; that 1s to

say, this sublime musician also Ee——————CE————
is tenacious in his quests to
build musical brnidges across BOAZ SHARON

the pond and fill UF's Music WHEN: 3 p.m. Sunday

Department wath Steinway

planos. WHERE: Duncllon Presbyteran
He performs at fundraisers Church, 20641 Chestaut St.,

and recitals [rom Gamnesville to Dunnelion

New York City to make UF one  cOST: Free; donauons accepted
of the few All-Stemnway schools.
Sharon is no stranger to Dun-
nellon Presbyterian Church; he :
said he has P]ﬂyﬂl there at least it was like to return, he sad
eight times. "It's just a lovely Gamneswille was "a lot bigger, a
place to play,” he said. lot ol sinp malls.” He capped
As for that Dunnellon scoop?  us answer by callmg the iy
Shﬂmn"ﬁ program will include *beanniul” and nowed he
works Schu- mussed the old

—_—

bert, Chopmn Florida The-
(selection of Sharon does have a ::1!11."' llm;wl-!
Ewdes), Franz - — ance club).
Liszt, F!‘I.IS day ,Db sy Perhapsut
Waller and “Professor Sharon,” was s Pet-
Prokofiev. HEE R ty's Jdistunet,
the mild-mannered s b
POST-PETTY head of the tone. Perhaps
. i H he was just
WFAP e UHE?EI:SIQ: of sleepy (this s
speaking of Florida’s Piano the thard leg
Gawmesville Area of an exhaust-
musiclans . . . . ing aunwver-

Last week,
Tom Petty and
the Heartbreakers played a
breathing-room-only, 30th
anmversary concert in Ganes-
ville = the band’s hometown
These guys, Penty included,
returned home gracious and
overwhelmed by the crowd
(which mcluded oodles of Oca-
lans, by the way). It had been
13 years since the band last
played thewr hallowed home-
town, and the media = myself]
inchuded = made a huge deal
about the concert's lustoneal
and emotional sigmficance.
The show attracted lots of
meda attention, CNN aired a
smippet from the show, and
Westwood One aired the con-
cert that mght on more than
100 radio stations, playing
heavy on the homeconung
angle
But at the press conference,
Petty duln't seem to revel m the
dreamy-eyed nostalgia the
mecha = espectally myselfl —
ushed so hard for. He had
ren m Gamesville, hus birth-
place, for more than two days at
that pou, toured the area, vis-
ited wath fnends and fanuly.
When asked 1o descnbe what

sary tour for a
group of gray-
ing rockers).

But onstage, Peuy was clearly
touched, he could barely
address the crowd through the
deaterung hoots, hollers and
foot stomps launched every
e he approached the micro-
phone to speak.

“hank you so much, man.
Just wcredible,” he sauld,
dwarfed by the nose powered
by 16,000 [eet stomping in a
big Jdome =Ah, man. Games-
ville, Flomda 1 hear ya”

He strode across stage with a
large grm and open arms, soak-
tng 1w all

I could wrte endlessly about
this show It was as moving for
the crowd as 1t was for the
Heartbreakers

The bamd was as tight as 1
had ever heard them, They
played all their classics, dipped
into some of, but not enough
of, Petty's phenomenal new
sulo CD, brought Stevie Nicks
onstage and even played some
of the old Yardbirds/Bo
Duldley-era tunes they used o
play in Gamesville garages
more than 30 years ago.

But I wall spare you the prose
I have been i lung to wnite
smwe that mght. Instead, Ul
empty my notebook, ollenng a

» few notes and nuggets from the
3 conwert and the press conker-

DAVE g d el

SCHLENHER 22 aliunkshencmnooncbg
"& .a\'j"’ B Petty continues: Rocker
o misses former members. 14

‘Gainesville native Tom Petty res pu‘uds ta the hometown
crowd at last week's conceert at the O'Connell Center,




Petty notes, quotes and encores

CONTINUED FROM o

ger than Tom Petty,” Gamnes-
ville Mayor Pegeen Hanrahan
said belore presenung the band
kevs 1o the cy

@ ~“It's a lot micer than Chica-
go's, Il tell you that,” Petty sard
upon receving his key to
Gamesville

® At the press conference,
Hanrahan mentioned Pety's
cousm, sadie Damell, a former
Gameswille police captamn who
is munmng for Alachua County
shenl Peuy clumed in. =50
you know who we’re gomg to
vote for " Incudentally, Petty and
mst, if not all, of the Heart-
breakers hive i Southern Cali-
forma = shightly west of Dar-
nell's distnet.

@ One reporter asked what 13
i store for the band's 31st year.
Petty answered: "Sleep.”

® “We muss Howie and Stan,”
Ietty sard at the press conler-
ence. He was answenng more
questions about lus thoughts
on returming to Gameswlle, and
he was refernng to bassist
Howe Epstemn, who died in
2003 following a long struggle
with drugs, and Stan Lynch, the
Heartbreakers® onginal druni-
mer who left the band n 1954
and 15 now a successful song-
writer hiving i northeast Flori-
da

® Asked about today's music
compared to the music he grew
up with, Petty sad: “Every gen-
erauon goes for somethung par-
ents can't stand . . I do hke the
wlea (my generation) was about
love and peace and not going
on about b****** and murders.”
He smd he was not cnnazing
today’s music, only noimg it
was o refection of the timwes —

“Poetry is poetry,” he said.

® On stage, the band per-
formed a bittersweet, almost
haunung version of the ballad
“Southern Accents.” Like most
of the songs performed that
mght, more than 8,000 people
sang along word for word. But
the first ume Petty sang the line
*  with a southern accent/
Where [ come from.” the home-
town crowd went nuis.

® Encores. "You Wreck Me,”
Van Momson's “Mystic Eyes”
(featunng a gorgeous, breath-
taking prano solo from Ben-
mont Tench) and - of course -
“Amencan Girl”

Assistant Features Editor Dave
Schlenker can be reachee’ al
Bowestarbannercom or 857-
4120.
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Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers perform at UF's O'Connell Center in Gainesville last
week. The Gainesville-bred band is celebratng its 30 anniversary.



