By DAVE SCHLENKER
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rew Copeland sits in Stan Lynch’s
Melrose home, discussing his first solo
CD while Lynch — a member of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame — stands
nearby cracking wise and strumming

a guitar.

This is significant, even a bit surreal
for Copeland, one of the founding members of
the Gainesville-bred rock band Sister Hazel.

The story behind Copeland's "No
Regrets” CD, due in stores Tuesday, is
as much aboul Lynch as il is abowt
Guinesville, homesickness, love, life,
laundry and other fumiliar threads
that weave through this 1 1-song set.

Lynch is the former drummer for

Tom Petty and the Heanbreakers,
anuther Gainesville-bred band, who
now produces other artists and savors
a quieter life. But he's more than just
Copeland's producer — he's a mentor,
a co-wriler, a close friend and the fire
under Copeland that transformed this
project from wishful ramblings 1o a
CD that has exceeded Copeland's
wildes| expectations.

“Without Stan being there alongside
me, I'm not sure 1'd sull be dving this,”
Copeland says from Lynch's waler-
frunt, Melrose hideaway, where much
of the songs were worked,

The comment speaks nol only 1o the
dise but also to Copeland's music

A .

carcer. The two became [riends in
19496 when Lynch — THE Stan Lynch
— called Sister Hazel as they were
recording their first CD for Universal
Records in Memphis. He called 1o con-
gratulate a fellow Gainesville band
and offer his assistance in any way.

Copeland has had him on speed dial
Eever since,

After all, with the huge commercial
success of TP and the HBs, Lynch
knows all about the rigoers of the road.
When touning with the Heantbreakers,
Lynch says, he was a “suilcase with
eyeballs” who rarely knew what city
he was in.

*For years, [ just followed the flash-
light," he says, pacing his living room
and pretending to follow that small
pool of light that led the Heanbreakers
to the stage night after mght, year
after year,

Copeland bursts into laughter,
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TWO NEW GDS
ARRIVE TUESDAY

M “No Regrets,” the solo debut GO from
Sister Hazel s Drew Copeland, produced

by Stan Lynch

W “Lif, " thi new album from Gainesvilte-bred,
platinum-selling rock
band Sister Hazel
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Sister Hazel Is, from left, Ryan Newell, Jett Beres, Drew Copeland, Ken
Biock and Mark Trojanowskl, The CD *Lift" will be in stores Tuesday,

Sister Hazel releases fifth CD
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o you're coasting through
Hogtown, shades on and
radio blaring. Then, out of the
blue, a pulsating, retro guitar
nil demands a volume increase,
Then comes that familiar thump of
a rhythm section about o go wild.
Ah, yes, that 1978 Cars' classic
=Just What | Needed" A pnmo
cruising tune full of attitude and
great rilfs and .. hey, wail a
minute, That's not Ric Ocasek.
Why, that's Ken Block singing
lead! And there's a shde guitar

snaking its way through that
spacey path a synthesizer carved
decades ago. Guitarist Ryan New-
ell, perhaps? Has 1o be,

This vision is officially brought
to you by Sister Hazel, the
Gainesville-based rock buand that
celebrates the release of its filth
full-length album Tuesday. In addi-
tion to The Cars cover, "Lift" offers
12 mew wracks and songwniung
assists from Stan Lynch and Rich-
ard Marx.

And while "Just What | Needed,”
the CL¥'s first single, is not exactly
salurafing rade these days, the
- SISTER HAZEL on Puge 2D
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instantly recognizing that back-
stage, herd-like shulfle. “Follow
the fashlight,” “suitcase with
eyeballs™ — these are among a
sea of Stanisms that have nursed
Capeland through Sister Hazel's
relentless schedule of touring
and recording,

Copeland has employed Stan-
isms on many occasions, calling
when frustrated over everything
from set lists to food backstage,
And, to Copeland's surprise,
Lynch immediately would recog-
nize each concern and label it as
only a seasoned rock slar could,

“Man," Lynch would say
after hearing some road-relaled
problem, “that's a No. 2 with
cheese.”

Seﬁma’a

‘Let's do this'

So here they are in the sum-
mer of 2004, sitting at a dining
room table stacked with turkey
subs and soondo-be-released
CDs: Copeland’s “No Regrets”
and Sister Hazel's “Lift.”

They cackle and rib each other
like old war buddies, and when
discussing his solo dise, Copel-
and keeps coming back o
Lynch. This is important, he'll
tell you, placing his elbows on
the table, locking onto the eyes
of visitors and reciling another
anecdole about the rock legend
he now calls “brother.”

And, make no mistake, this is
impaortant. If not for Lynch, there
only would be one disc on that
table and it would not be the one
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proclaiming: "Well, it was oul on
Paynes Prairie where [ got my
first kiss." Copeland is the
rhythm guitarist and back-up
singer for Sisler Hazel, and it
was Lynch who shoved him front
and center.

It wasn't easy, quite frankly.

Copeland has yeamed to
record a solo project for years,
wriling — often with Lynch —
when time allowed.

But that was the thing.

Sister Hazel has maintained a
relentless touring schedule, most
recently fueled by its 2002 disc
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“Chasing Daylight® and, lasl
year, a DVD and live CD. There's
also the band’s annual Rock Boat
cruise and, new this year, ils
Rock Slope ski-and-music festi-
val, not lo mention writing and
recording “Lift.”

On top of that, the Copeland
family was building a new house
in Gainesville and expecting a
baby (Haven Cerise was born on
July 8, joining 5-year-old brother
Kellar).

All the while, Lynch kept
nudging, anxious to help shape
that stack of rootsy rock, ballads
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‘No Regrets’ also showcases some old friends

Drew Copel-
and, left, a
member of
Sister Hazel,
and Stan
Lynch, former
drummer for
Tom Petty and
the Heart-
breakers, are
pletured on
the dock of
Lynch's
Melrose-araa
home. The two
collaborated
on Copeland's
upcoming solo
album,

MICHAEL C WEIMARThe Guraewdie Sun

and pop brewing in Copeland's
head.

“We wrole whenever we
could,” Copeland recalls. “Final-
ly. 1 said, "Man, let's do this,' and
Stan said, "Amen!' "

Many of the songs were con-
ceived on the road with Sister
Hazel, as Copeland ached for
home. The songs celebrate the
South and paint a very personal
picture of a man who loves mak-
ing music but — at 36 — loves
his family 50 much more.

Lynch, whose producing cred-
its include some of Don Henley's
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solo work, set out to find Drew's
Eroove,

* said, “We've got to burpup a
noise for you,' " he says.

Copeland calls the resull
Americana music, a baich of
solid pop tunes that ook on a
sometimes bluesy, often country
vibe once they reached a Nash-
ville studio packed with top,
Lynch-picked session musicians.
With players from drummer
Steve Brewster to guitaris! Pat
Buchanan, Copeland's studio
band even prompled country
superstar Trisha Yearwood to
proclaim her envy upon bumping
into them in the studio.

Personal, relatable

But "Mo Reprets” also show-
cases some old friends, folks
who simply call the artist
“Copey.” Singer, pilot and VHI
pundit Edwin McCain lent his
voice to the tracks *Right One for
Me™ and “Il Weon't Matlter”
McCain flew down to Gainesville
and recorded his part at Rec
Room Recording Studio.

Sister Hazel lead guitarist
Ryan Newell co-wrote “Blame
Myszell™ and “It Won't Matter,”
performing on the latter.

And Sister Hazel lead singer
Ken Block found himsell the
back-up singer on the opening
track, “A Little Like Heaven,” a
funky, rocking ode to the city
both still call home.

“We pulled arrowheads outfa
Hogtown CreelvAnd when the
cops came 'round we'd afl hide
pur drinks,” Copeland belts
before launching into the chorus
with Block: “Where I come from,
it's a litle like Heavern/And |

ax.  CAan't stay gone too long . . "

The track sets an appropriate
tone; “Mo Regrets® clearly shows
a touring musician coming of
age, a man still moved by the
music but weary of following the
flashlight. A man who simply
craves some time at home with
his family in Gainesville.

But the CD's themes are uni-
versal, Copeland contends.

“Everything that goes into the
album is reality,” he says. “Yeah,
it's personal, but, you know,
that's what [ would want to hear
from my favonte artists ...
Because of its honesty, [ really
think people are going to gravi-
tate toward it,"

One very
agrees,

Of the bittersweet track “T'm
Fine,” wile Jasmyn says: “It's
something everybody can relate
to."”

“I'm fine” is what Jasmyn tells
her husband on the phone when
he's on the road. It's said in a
gentle whisper, and her rock star
husband sees right through il
“Your besi-kept secrets are the
ones | want to know," he sings
on the song.

For now, though, the irony is
“No Regrets® will heep him
busier than ever, With “Lift,"
now he has two discs (o promote,
Sister Hazel remains a prnonty.
He and Block are scheduled to
hit the marketing trail this
month, and Copeland the solo
act will open for his own band
when Sister Hazel embarks on
the *Lift" tour on Sept. 1.

Where, exactly, will Sister
Hazel play on this leg?

Copeland offers an exhausted
smile, laughs and says, “Man, |
have no idea."

Good thing,
know Stan  Lynch's
number,

important  fan

then, he does
phone

Dave Sthlenker can be reached at
374-5045 or svenew pvillesun.com,




