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SUMMER AT THE GORGE

Tom Petty still has the attitude to keep him in rock n’ roll

By Heather Lalley
atalf wnter
TOM PETTY, like the title of his guitar anthem, is a guy who won't back down.
He battled his record label and, later, his publishing company.
He fought with a tire manufacturer who used a Petty sound-alike song in its
commercial. ;
He threatened not to play a show in New Jersey when officials prevented : w = 5 ‘A‘!ﬁl‘ .
Greenpeace [rom setting up information booths in the lobby. - _ -l Y P A0k
Petty even told George W. Bush 1o stop playing *1 Won't Back Down” at his ' =
presidential campaign events. (Bush stopped, and Petty later played the song at Al
Gore's concession party.)

IVs that attitude, perhaps, that has e performed in a series of bands
contributed to Petty’s staying power in the throughout high school, winning over a 1
rock world, base in his hometown. e recruited
Petty and his band, The [eartbreakers, musicians [rom his high school band,
perlorm Saturday in the opeming show of Mudcruteh, along with other local playe: |
The Gorge season, Alt-rockers The form The Heartbreakers in the mli‘?‘u:
Wallllawers, fronted by Petty released his <!
Bob Dylan's son Jukob, debut album, *Full
open the sold-out PREVIEW Moon Fever,” in 19
coneert, That record stayed
'[l.wnty-t"mlz years have  Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers  the Bl}lhu:-.rd Top |
assed stnee Petly and chart for more than
I;'hu.- Heartbreakers with The Wallflowers weeks and clumed
released a selt-ntled When, where: 7 p.m. Saturday at triple-platinum sale
debut. That rcl:unilh 4 the Gorge Amphitheatre ;‘l-‘ull Mur ;g Fever”
spawned the group's first ; nunched Petty signoiu
'Il’:}p 40 hut, 5 Vickets: Soid out tunes *1 Won't Bac)
*Breakdown.” Down,” “Free Fallu
But it wasn't umtil 1979 and “Runmin’ Down o
that Petty's brand of Dream.”
strightiorward lyrics and hook-heavy Petty's 1994 CD, “Wildflowers,” carncd
melodies really caughton, Wath *Damnthe  two Grammys and was nominated for B
Torpedoes,” Petty und The Heartbreakers Rock Album,
suld some 3 malhon copies and produced Most recently, Petty and The
radio mainstiys like “Relugee,” *Here Heartbreakers released “Echo.” Petty will
Comes My Girl” and *Don't Do Me Like That” reporiedly start work on a new album al
“When we started this out, we certainl this summer’s tour,
didn't du it thinking we were gonna build a Although he has spent a year writing
career onit,” Petly told the onhine music songs [or the upcoming release, Petty tol
magaane Addicied To Noise, “Now they USA Today he decided 1o delay Tom Petty and The
have schools you can go 1o 1 be a rock recurding “because [ just leel hke Heartbreakers are
gutarist or singer or whatever. When we playing. playing a sold-out
sturted out, it was exacily the opposite, It wis *This group is so good, it's a show at The
lhl‘m"rll‘ljé any hupe ol a career vut the crime nut to take them out,” Gorge Saturday
window,” night. The
Peuy, a Gainesville, Fla., native, cemenied Wallllowers will
his dream to become a musictan alter M Heather Lalley can be reached at open the show,
mecting Elvis. Te was just 11 when he met (509} 459-5089, or by e-mail at PeAA it P

The King, but he was houked. heatheridspokesman.com.




