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In lutest album, Torn Petty veturns to bolder rock sound

By Steve Morse
Bostun Gilihe CONCERT PREVIEW
: s Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers
ist, ticket prices. They're sull
kyrocketng for big-name rock acts. With: The Blind Boys of Alabama
he Rolling Stones shattered all When: Saturday and Sunday at 7 p.m.

ilhustons with the $300 and $630 tcket Location: The Gorge Amphitheatre in George,

peaks [or their spong wur. And this summer’s — Wash,
Bob Dylan Paul Simon bill and Crosby, Sulls, Tickets: Tickels are $32.25 and $52 25, available
Nash & Young tour have S100-plus prices — through Ticketmaster oullets or by calhng (509)
mere chicken teed next w the Stones, but still 735-0500,
detlating to fans who believe m rock as a
papulist, Evervman genre,

How retreshung, then, to hear Tom Petty

cling o virtual working=cliss hero status by retire ur anything. We don'l even use
keeping hus tickets at about $50 lor o summer Sponsors,”
tour with hus band, the Heanbreakers, Petty, whose new album, “Echo," reaflirms

*Ldon’t want 1o wind up just pliaying o the his rule as one of rocks great songwriters, is so
elite,” says Petty, "l see some people thatdon't  Adamant on the ticket issue that he also
mund that, but [ dun’t think my fans would dhsmisses the "golden eircle” seating coneepl
apprecate it oo much, thist has been tashionable i reeent years.

*1 think sometimes we're fools for nt going *l won'L gu tor gulden arcle seating,” Petty
for the duugh, but [ don’t want to feel that siys of those higher-priced seats, *1 always
we're taking advantage of people,” adds Perty,  resisted that and have hid huge srguments with
i hardserabble Gameswlle, Fla, natwe who promuters about i, [ just don’t think that one

now lives in Los Angeles, *Tdon't think ucket et ol the audicnce ought w be treated betier
prices have (o be so high — and we'ne notat
the pount where we'ne trymg to cash i amd

Pty Oy Aartyn Alsing

Continuea. Patty/Page 7 Tam Pelly and the Heartbreakaers haye gone away Irom the acoustic sound fn thelr latest album.

Steve Miller offers ‘Last Call’

By Winda Beneden The mid-"70s und early "80s found by [riend and long-time musical compadre
Statt wrier Miller's muste taking ona sheker sheenas—— Curys Sulgado, Che respected Portland
he mude Tuts vut ul “Fly Like An Eagle," DPluesmun relensed o up-nutch CL carlier
Stave Miller, com blues rocker 1o pop rocker, “Jungle Love™ and “"Abracadabra,” s yeur called “Wiggle Qutta This.”
whose rack Steve Muller's career has spunned A genre-delymy wﬂlﬂif » Miller Revered Chicaga bluesman Buddy Guy
carear has sume 30 plus years, pertormied onan album ol jazz standards —— openy the shaw night. Guy's 199 album
spanned mare Back m the late "6Us, e led the in 1988 — o much cotical i not bmanaul "milﬁ Love” was nhunimulztl ora i
lhagﬁi:} '.ruausi biues band the Ardells, which later wened h“‘-ﬁ":ﬁ- s Millr s back o ; Grammy,
rlarms a inta the Fubulous Knight Truns., 1le spent Thuse days Miller is buck on the roa The ; R GEEE TN
Tha Garga time mn the Goldberg-Miller Blues h-.uI:u for what he's ealling *The Last Call” 7 p[.i:;' it::t: ;;HIE;EE}E&;& ?J,IEJIS? ““?* 'I:HE
lomignt at and evenmually started hus sell-numed sumner tur, thraugh I.'I:i:hi:Il'llill';h:rlﬂulll.-:lﬁ.u 't;w‘: f ling
1p.m, group, the Steve Miller Blues Banud, AL The Gorge tonight, Miller is joined (504) T35-0500), B Sich
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Continued Irom page 6

than the other, or served drinks’
dunng the show.”

(There are two scating prices al
The Gorge. but no golden aircle. )

Petty recently played a week of
dates at the Fillmore Auditonum in
San Francisco — and loved 1t because
his fans had equal access at geting
up front. “1f you wanted to get up
front, you just had to kind of work
your way up there. Nobody was
paying more to get there,” says Petty,
who used the shows ta debut tracks
from hus new CD, as well as range
into cover songs by everyone from Bo
Diddley and Chuck Berry to the Box
Tops and the Delmore Brothers,

“We hope to bring some of that
SME spontaneous spirit on tour,”
says Petty,

A similar exuberance marks
“Echo.” It's filled with high-energy
rock ‘n’ roll and suggests a retum (o
Petty's carly, Byrds-and-Bnuish
Invasion-mfluenced sound. It'sa
departure from the Heartbreakers'
last hut s, “WildQowers,” which was
milder and more deliberate (and also
sold 3 milhion copies).

“We set out to make a rock "n’ roll
record this bme.” says Petty. *We
purposely wouldn't wnte any slow
sungs until the very end of the record,
because sumetimes ballads creep in
and you get a whole load of them,

“ just felt like 1 had done a lot of
stufl based around the acoustic
guitar, so with ths album, [ set it up
as more ol an electne thing,” he says,
"W have such a good htle rock o’
rull band, and I wanted to get them
on record duing what they do best,
Wath the last tew albums, I've been
really concerned with eralt. But hene,
[ just wanted to caich the vibe of
what the bisnd does with a song.

The stars of the eartbrenkers,
apart lrom Petty, are guitanst Mike
Campbell (wha sings o truck for the
first time, the raucous "1 Don't Want
to Fight™) and Keyboardist Benmont
Tench, whom Petty has known since
the age ol 11

“The Heartbreakers started in
1970, but I've played with Mike and
Ben sinee 1970, siys Petty, 1 grow
up with these people, I'm much
gluser ta them than o lmf tamuly
members, We've spent i long ime
together.”

That long time has ken Petty
through neacly 20 Top 40 hits, (rom
the carly *Breakdown” and *Don’t
Do Me Like That,” o You Got
Lucky,” “Jummn’ Me,” “"bree
Fadhn’,” "My Jane's Last Danee,”
and “Learming w Bly,” Whatever the
trend ul the diy, Petty seems o e
transcended it wath his honest,
suietnmes detiant, sumetimes
whimisical, muaste.

The new album runs from the
chimmng rock ol *Free Girl Now"
(bt @ woman freed from an
ubustve relationship) to the Everly
Brothers-Ike "Accused ot Love,” the
tungue-imn-cheek *Swingin' " (with
humuorous relerences t Benny
Guudiman and Sunny Liston), and
the gentle *Roam at the Top." o
tribute ta deveased Beach Buy (and
b, Qe wol and tnend) Carl Wiksan,




