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l By Brian Garrity
ditor-in-Chief

For Tom Petty, love is a se-
ries of fits and starts, not one
smooth ride. The same can be
said for Waldflowers Petty’s first
solo effort since Full Moon Fe-
ver, While the album s at times
inspired, it lacks an overall
Strong consistency.

Petly isquick outof the gates
on the first four tracks, butit’s
hit. or miss the rest of the way.

Producer Rick Rubin takes
out the cutesy feel that was all
overDon Was’s Willberry-style
production of Full Moon Fever.
Wildflowers is a much more so-
ber effort. Unfortunately,
Rubin, who is known for his
work with the Red Hot Chili
Peppers, apparently isn’t ex-
actly comfortablewith thesober
feel. His influence is all over
the reved up guitars in the ri-
diculous “Honey Bee” and
“Cabin in 1he Woods.”

Vildflowers 1s in its element
when Petty workswiththelower
key and acousticarrangements.

On*YouDon't Know How It
Feels,” the bestsong among the
15 on Wildflowers, Petty takes
his traditional mid-tempo pace
driven by a thumping drum
beatand a wailing harmonica.

As an artist Petty seems to be
fighting for his vitality and his
musical niche, singing lines like:

“My old man was born to rock/
He'sstill tryin tobeat the clock/
think of me what you will/ I've
got a little space to fill.”

Thematicly, Petty’slyricsare
strong but familiar as he sings
aboutthefragile nature of love
and the disillusionment that sur-

sweet, wistful dtle track. Pettty
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Warner Brothers recording artist, Tom Petty performs music
from his new album, "Wildflowers."

singstoasimple acoustic strum:
“You belong in the wildflow-
ers/ Youbelonginaboatatsea/
You belong with your love on
your arm/ You belong some-
whereyoufeel free.”

“You Don't Know How It
Feels”isadefensive expression
against love. “Turn the radio
loud/T mtooalonelobepxoud/
You don’t know how it feels/
You don’t know how it feels to
be me,” Petty sings.

The Dylan-esque “Time To
Move On™is melancoly dedara-
tion of perseverence. And
“Don’t Fade OnMe, “isasparse
peal for love to hang on.
Wildflowers isn’t a lovelomn
dirge however. Petty and com-

pany also shine on more
uptempo tracks like “You Wreck
Me,” “To Find A Friend” and
“A Higher Place.”

Petty still isn’t exactly cheery
when the pace picks up as he
sings that “It’s hard to find a
friend.”

He's downright fatalistic on
“A Higher Place” as he sings:
“And we gotta leave by night/

Beforethatriver takes us down/
Wegotta Findssomeplace that's

dry/ We gotta run like we've
neverrun/ Orwe're gonnalose
the light.”

That stanza sums up Wild-
Slowerspretty well. Petty's hopes
for the best are threatened by
dark coulds on the horizon.
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Lion King revisited

'&By Dave Thomer
Staff Writer

When advertising begins to
stress whatagood ideaitwould
be to see a filin a second time,
then it is a sure sign of a film's
success. Of course, the fact that
everyone has seen it onceis just
assumed.  Walt Disney's The
Lion Kingreached that level of
success fcml) quickly over the
summer; by the end of the first
month of release, print ads
weresaying, “If you'veonly seen
itonce, you haver'tseenitalll”
Now the filmis back in theaters
aftera brmfhnnn, and Disney
istelling us all g
to line up at |
the box office
again.

The hypeis
nice, but 1s it
accurater Isit
really neces-
sary to
rerelease a
movie three
monthsafterit
left theaters
the first imer

Let me put
i this way: 1
saw it three
gmes. In one
week.

The Lion Kingis not merely a
kids’ film, and «t cnmml) isn’t
Just brain candy. The anima-
tion is stunning — evern on the
third viewing, the opening se-
quence is a jaw-dropper. The
wildebeest stampede that marks
the film's turning pointis equally
as breathtaking. Fromapurely
aesthetic pointof view, Lion-King
is worth seeing again.

~ But the story is where the

movie really shines: Watching:

Simbaevolve from amarrogant
cubto atrueleader, evenif the
actual aging process takes only
about thirty seconds, makes
muluple viewings worthwhil
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Even though I knew what was
going to happen, I sull felt
Simba’s guilt and sorrow over
his fater’s death. Istilladmired
the contrastof James Earl Jones’
Mufasaand Jeremy Irons’ Scar.
Inadditontothe drama, Lion
King is an outright fun movie.
My second viewing was in a
packed theaterat 10 p.m. witha
primarily adult crowd, and
there were points at which the
laughter drowned out the next
line of dialogue. When youstll
laugh at 1)0!& the third rime

you hear i, it's probablyagood

one.

Pumba and Timon (a war-
zthog and a
sirrakut, re-
spectively)are
primarily re-
sponsible for
this. Without
them there
would be no
“Hakuna
Mattata,” nor
would therebe
the requisite
wise guy
1 make light of
the situation.
. Wacching
their banteris
i like listening
tho Disney (o “Who's on
First?” overand over—youknow
the punch line, butit's still fun
tosee the execution.

You could analyze the movie
forever, and in fact it seems
some critics have done justthat
and found some poliacally in-
correct ingredients. Myself, 1
thinkit’s enough tonote thacmy

boss over the summer—who is

almost thirty years oldand hasa
degree from Harvard, and no

kids=awas‘quite proud of the
factthat heacquired an official

82 oz. Lion Kingcup at his local
Burger King.

And he was jealous when he

If you qualify, the Navy Reserve Officers Training Corps may be for
you. Navy ROTC pays for full tuition, books and academic fess, plus a
monthly stipend, while you attend Fordham University.




