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Dark clouds on the 
horizon for Tom Petty 

Lion King revisited 

B y Br ian Garr i ty 
Editor- in-Chief 

For T o m Petty, love is a se­
ries of fits and starts, not one 
smoodt ride. T h e same can be 
said fo r Wildflowers Petty's first 
solo effort since Full Moon Fe­
ver. While the a lbum is at dmes 
inspired, i t lacks an o\'erall 
strong consistenq-. 

Petty is quick out o f the gates 
on die first four tracks, but it's 
hit . o r miss die test o f tbe way. 

Producer Rick Rub in takes 
out the cutesy feel that was al l 
0 ve rDon Was's WillbeiTy-style 
producdon o f Full Moon Fever. 
Wildflowers IS a much more so­
ber e f for t . Unfo r tuna t e ly , 
Rubin, who is known for his 
Nvork w id i the Red H o t ChiJi 
Peppers, apparendy isn't ex­
actly comfortable with the sober 
feel. His influence is all over 
tbe reved up guitars in the ri­
diculous "Honey Bee" and 
"Cabin i n t n e Woods." 

Wildflowers is in its element 
when Petty works wi th the lower 
key and acousdc an-arigements. 

On "You Don't K,now How It 
Feels," the best song among the 
15 on Wildflowers, Petty takes 
his traditional mid-tempo pace 
driven by a thumping d r u m 
beat and await ing liariTionica. 

As an artist Peuy seems to be 
f igbung for his vitality and bis 
musical niche, singing lines like: 
".My old man was born to rock/ 
He's sdll t ry in to beat tbe clock/ 
think of me what you w i l l / I've 
got a l i tde space to f i l l . " 

Tbematicly, Petty's lyrics are 
strong but fami l iar as he sings 
about the fragile nature o f love 
and die disillusionmentfhatsur-
rounds i t . 

T b e a l b u m leads o f f with tbe 
sweet, wistful dtk? track. Pettly 
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Warner Brothers recording artist, Tom Petty performs music 
from his new album, "WiIdflo%vers." 

sings to a simple acousdcstruni: 
"You belong in the wi ldf low­
ers/ You belong in a boat at sea/ 
You belong with your lo\'e on 
your a r m / You belong some­
where you feel free." 

"You Don' t Know How It 
Feels" is a defensive expression 
against love. " T u r n tbe i-adio 
l o u d / I ' m too alone to be p r o u d / 
You don' t kiioiv bow it feels/ 
You don ' t know bow it feels to 
heme," Petty sings. 

T b e Dylan-esque "Time T o 
Mo\'e On " is melancoly declara­
t i o n o f perse\ 'ercnce. .'Viid 
"Don't Fade O n Me," isasparse 
appeal for love to hang on. 

Wildflowers isn't a lovelorn 
dirge however. Petty and com­

pany also shine on m o r e 
uptempo O-acJts like "You Wreck 
Me," "To Find .A Friend" and 
" A Higher Place." 

Petty still isn't exactly cheeiy 
wben tbe pace picks up as he 
sings diat "It's hard to f i n d a 
fr iend." 

He's downright fatalistic on 
"A Higher Place" as he sings: 
" A n d we gotta lettve by n i g h t / 
Before tliat ri\'er takes i is d o w n / 
We gotta f i n d someplace diat's 
dry/ We gotta run like we'\'e 
never r u n / Or we're gonnalose 
tl ie l ight ." 

That stanza sums up Wild-
flowerspretty well . Petty's hopes 
for the best are threatened by 
dark coulds on the horizon. 

By Dave Thomer 
S ta f fWri te r 

When adverusing begins to 
stress what agood idea it would 
be to see a f i l m a second dme, 
then it is a sure sign o f a film's 
success. O f course, the fact that 
eveiyone has seen it o j i« is just 
assumed. Walt Disney's The 
U-on Sno-reached that level of 
success fairly quickly over the 
summer; by the end o f tbe first 
month o f release, pr int ads 
Were saying," I f you '\'eonly seen 
it once, you haven't seen it a l l !" 
Now tbe f i l m is back in theatei-s 
after a br ief hiatus, and Disney 
is tel l ing us all 
to line up at 
the box of fil 

.again. ^^^^P^^^R 
T h e hype is 

nice, but is it 
accurate? Is it 
really neces­
sary to ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
rerelease a 
movie three 
monihs afterit 
left theaters 
the fii"St t iniei ' 

Let me put 
it this ^vay: 
saw i t threi 
dmes. In one 
week. 

The Lion Kin^h not merely a 
kids' f i l m , and it ceitainly isn't 
jus t brain candy. T h e anima­
tion is stunning — even on the 
th i rd viewing, the opening se­
quence is a jaw-dropper. T h e 
wildebeest stampede diat marks 
die film's tnrning point is equally 
as breaditaking. From a purely 
aesiiiedcpohnoi'\ie\v,LimKing 
is word i seeing again. 

BU I the stor)' is wbere the 
movie reall)'shines. Watching 
Simba evolve from an tirrogani 
cub to a t m e leader, e\'cn it the 
actual aging process takes only 
;iboul thir ty seconds, makes 
mult iple vicwiiigs worthwhile . 

Even d iough I knew what was 
going to happen, I sull felt 
Simba's gu i l t and sorrow over 
hisfater 'sdeadi. I sd l l admi red 
the con Bast o f James Earl Jones' 
Mufasaand Jeremy Irons' Scar. 

I n a d d i t i 0 n t o th e d lama, Lim 
King is an outr ight fun movie. 
My second \ ' iewing was in a 
packed dieater at 10 p.m. with a 
p r i m a r i l y adul t crowd, and 
diere were points at which the 
laughter drowned out the next 
l i neo f dialogue. Whenyousr i l l 
laugh at a j oke die th i rd rime 
you hear i t , it 's probably a good 
one. 

Pumba and T i n i o n (a war-

I i h o g and a 
s i r r aku t , re-
spectively)are 

B
' p r i m a r i l y re­

sponsible for 

tbe requisite 

Phoio:DI»n«y ,o " W l i o ' s o n 
Fii-sl?" o\'erand o\'er—you know 
the punch line, but it's sull fun 
to see the execution. 

You could analyze die movie 
forever, and in fact i t seems 
some critics have done jus t diat 
and foi m i l some polidcally i n ­
correct ingredients. Myself, I 
diin k it's enougli to note (liat my 
boss over (he summer—who is 
almost t i i i i t y years old and hasa 
ilegree fiuin Har\ 'ard. and no 
kids—\vas quite p roud of the 
fan thai Ix^acipiiredan official 
32 oz. Lion Kingcup at bis local 
Burger K i n g . 

.Slid b'- wa-, jealiius wli'^n lie 
found ( I I I I I bad ,(I:, l l cv i i ic . 

Freshmen. . . 

Will your academic performance warrant a scliolarship? 

If you qualify, the Navy Reserve Officers Training Corps may be for 
you. Navy ROTC pays for full tuition, books and academic fess, plus a 
monthly stipend, while you attend Fordham Unhsersity. 

If you desire to serve your community as an officer in the United, 
States Navy or Marine Corps while gaining superb leadership .skills, 
contact the Navy ROTC at: 

NROTC Unit :• 
SUNY Maritime Coilcge^ 
Fort Schuyler 

i Bronx, NY 10465-4198 
Or call (718) 409-7485 

You and the Navy. . .full speed ahead 


