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= Choices

. -
Highhights of the week’s entertainment events chosen by Ledger staff.
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Tunes in town

A wealth of classical and other mu-
BLAKELAND sical styles such as jazz and pop are
spread over the coming week in Lakeland.

First up. Mondav's performance by the Florida

Southem College Symphony Band will offer a local
preview of the music the group plans to perform for the
Lord Mayor of London on their upcoming New Year's
tour.
Don M. McLawrin and Steve Peterson are the con-
ductors. The performance begins at 8 p.m. at
Branscomb Auditorium on the FSC campus. Tickets
are $10. $5 for students; available by calling 680-4296
on the performance day. FSC students are free

Then on Thursday, “A Little Night Music,” at 7:30
p.m. at the Polk Theatre, 121 S. Flonda Ave., in Lake-
land. offers a program of light classics, jazz and song.

Featured are The Clarion Brass, The Holingsworth
Trio and various solo artists from the faculty of Flonda
Southern College. The event is hosted by Beverly Woltf,
FSC’s artist in residence and Amencan Opera Hall of
Fame member, and Robert MacDonakd, pranist and
FSC artist in residence.

Tickets are $10 for the show: $25 for the show and a
post-concert reception 1n the lobby of the theater. Both
are available by calling 682-0363. Proceeds will bene-
fit restoration of the Polk Theatre and the Beverly
Wolff. Robert MacDonald Scholarship Fund at FSC

— BiLL DEAN

Spanish dance series
begins wWittrRehenes
- At the Lakeland Civic Center’s Sikes

B LAKELAND Hall, the popular seres of dances
featuning Latn popular music begins for the 1993-94
season with a performance Sunday by Los Rehenes.

The Mexican vocal group sings ballad pop behund a
wash of synthesizers and percussion. It's emotional,
romantic music featuring famly-close harmomes.

The group’s self-titled debut album is lughhighted by
such songs “Para Ti No Tengo Amor” and “Apprended
a Llorar.” To an extent. the group has a tentative sound
to it there's an almost suff air to some of the percusion
that additional studio time is bound to cure. In the
meantime, Los Rehenes features some strong singers
and offers a mixture of colors and matenals in its
matenal.

The dance runs from 7 p.n. to 1 a.m. Tickets are $20,
%25 at the door.

— STEVE WEBB

Love among the perfumes

In the amusing musical come-
B WINTER PARK dy “She Loves Me,” a clerk in

a perfumene named Georg Novack writes to a pen pal
he knows only by the name “Dear Friend.” When a
woman named Amalia Belash obtains employment at
the shop, he has no reason to suspect she is his corre-
spondent. He discovers the truth after they arrange a
rendezvous at a local cafe, but since the two of them

Pnolo provigea by Fonowisa Records

Los Rehenes will perform Sunday at the
Lakeiand Civic Center.

don’t really get along, he doesn't disclose to her who he
is.

Things get stickier when she reports in sick at work,
and he appears at her door. She's angry to see him
because she thunks he’s checking up on her, but a gift of
ice cream melts the ice (no pun intended), and after he
leaves, she sings a delightful song called “Ice Cream.”
She also lets um know how much she has been enjoying
her correspondence with her “Dear Friend,” and Georg
decides it’s time to come clean. On Christmas Eve he
confesses, and the desired happy ending occurs. You
may recogmze this storyline from the Ernst Lubitsch
film, *“The Shop Around the Corner.”

See the play performed by Rollins College students
at 8 p.m. tomght, 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday and a closing
performance at 4 p.m. Sunday at the Annie Russell
Theater, Rollins Coliege, 1000 Holt Ave., Winter Park.
Seats are $6, $7, $8, $10, $12 and $14; call 1-407-645-
2145.. )

— BARB STUEWE

All-star singers
In religious musical

mTarroas Playwright and director Michael Mat-
Lmﬂ thews brings his comedy and musical, ¥l
Need a Man” to the Tampa Bay Performing Arts Cen-
ter at § p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

A cast of recogmzed artists perform the story about
95-year-old Momma Lily. Lily was brought up in
church, but has forsaken her religious upbringing and
has taken up with alcohol. drugs and young men.

Lily’s daughters are also in pursmt of snagging a
man. Eventually Lily realizes that the man she needs in
ber life is the Lord.

“l1 Need a Man™ features recording artists Alyson
Williams, David Peaston, Cheryl “Pepsii" Riley and
gospel Grammy nomunee, Rev. Derrick Brinkley. Some
of the cast members include Dap Sugar Willie of the
television shows “Good Times" and “Sanford and Son,"
Clyde R. Jones, from the movie “Coming to America,”
Sean McLemore from the movie “Colors,” and Beverly
Todd from movies “Lean on Me," “Clara‘s Heart™ and
“The Story of LeRoy "Satchel’ Page."

Mathews said he wanted to write a play that would
make fun of the mistakes people make in seeking a
mate but also one that showed the importance of find-
ing the right person to love.

Tickets are $13.50 on Tuesday and $16.50 on Wednes-
day and Thursday.

— PATRICIA MERRITT
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People come from all over Florida — even
from out of state — to Tampa's big Hallow-
een party. So it helps that Guavaween will
actually happen Saturday despite the odds.

In addition, we round up all sorts of haunted
houses, street parties and carnivals for All
Hallow's Eve on Page 19. Be sure to check

out the nightlife listings on Pages 32 and 33
for more fun.

18

Petty growl

Tom Petty’s looking back this year. His
first ever greatest-hits package coincides
with his at-long-last show at the Universi-
ty of Florida homecoming. (He's playing
in St. Pete this week too.)

Epic worth traveling for

We've gotten calls for weeks asking where
“Gettysburg” is playing. It still hasn’t
opened in Polk County, but is quite worth
the trip to Tampa or Orlando.

11

Return of the Wanderer

Time Out’s regular feature on day trips and
entertainment places (as opposed to events)
resumes this week with a look at three na-

ture-related parks and museums in the Sara-
sota area,
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MUSIC

Tom Petty looks back

at Heartbreakers’ past,

days in Gainesvi

le

By Bill DeYoung
Tha Gunesvilla Sun

t was just about 20 years ago that Tom

Petty said goodbye to the old hometown.

Along with the four other guys in the band

Mudcrutch, he threw his gear in a van and

left Gainesville forever. His goal was to
become rich and famous.

Oddly enough, that’s exactly what happened.

What a long strange trip it's been for the
skinny, scruffy blond kid from the northeast
section of town. He's 43 now, an internationally
recognized rock star who counts Bob Dylan and
two ex-Beatles among his best friends.

Still, he remains closest to the Hearthreak-
ers, most of whom he’s known and played with
since his nightclubbing days In Florida.

For Tom Petty, this is a year for looking
back. Out next week is his first-ever greatest
hits album, including his best-loved tracks with
the Heartbreakers, songs from his hugely suc-
cessful solo album, “Full Moon Fever," and two
new Heartbreakers numbers recorded just for
the occasion. A boxed-set anthology is in the
works.

On Thursday, he’ll play the 0'Connell Center,
in a concert that'll be broadcast live around the
world on FM radio. The show — one of just
three Petty will play this year; the other is
Tuesday at St. Pete’s Bayfront Arena — is offi-
cially part of the University of Florida's Home-
coming celebration.

It wasn't supposed to happen quite this way,
Petty explains via telephone from his Los An-
geles home.

“Johnny Depp talked us into playing one
night,” he says. “He opened this ¢lub on Sunset
Btrip called the Viper Room. He came to us and
said "‘We're gonna have opening night, and I'm
gonna give the money to sick kids, and please
come play. You can play whatever you want."'

The band, which hadn't toured for two years,
was at that moment in the studio laying down
the new songs for the greatest hits album.
“With a little arm-twisting [ convinced them all
to come play,” Petty explains. “We played
about an hour of just new stuff. We didn't play
any old stuff,

“And we got a little buzz behind playing, and
we sat around saying it was fun to play, we
hope we do it again."

End of episode. Petty then turned his atten-
tion back to the sole album he'd been working
on before Depp's phone eall,

“Then I got a letter from some fella who runs
the Homecoming thing in Gainesville,” he says.
“Several requests had come in over the years,
would we come around Homecoming and play?

“And of course we'd always thought 'Boy,
that'd be a lot of fun,’” but it never worked into
our plans.”

The letter-writer was Gator Growl producer

TOM PETTY AND
THE HEARTBREAKERS

With Carlena Carter
When: 8 p.m, Tuesday

Where: Arena, Bayfront Center, 400 First St. 5,
St Petersburg

Admission: $22 50; Ticketmaster

Shawn Schrager.

“And then at the same time we were ap-
proached to do a live radio concert that would
go all over this country and to parts of others. I
thought that would be a cool thing to do, as long
as we're releasing this album and everything.”

Petty says his plan was to dig into the solo
project, and not come up for air — for any
reason — until it was finished, hopefully in the
spring of "04.

5till, “1 Tove to play live — I'm not nuts about
touring year in and year out. On the last tour,
we did a pretty good streteh, and-<when we got
done in Europe we decided we would take a
sabbatical from touring for awhile, just so we
don't start to feel like ‘entertainers.’

*Tlove playing. That's still what it’s all about
to me."

The last tour was behind *“Into the Great
Wide Open,” the ninth Tom Petty & the Heart-
breakers album since 1976,

The set was produced by ex-ELO frontman
Jeff Lynne, whose distinctive style had
envigorated “Full Moon Fever.” But on “Great
Wide Open," the eritics carped, there was sim-
ply too much Jefi and not enough Tom.

“I loved that album,” Petty counters. “You
can't help what people think. But it sold quite
well! And it seems to have gone down all right
with a lot of people.

“And often times, when that eriticism would
come up, what they thought was Jeff was me,
and vice versa."

During their time together, Petty and Lynne
got together with Dylan, George Harrison (and,
just before he died, Roy Orbison) to record as
the Traveling Wilburys. Petty says a third
Wilburys album is being discussed.

Of Lynne, he offers, “I would certainly like to
work with him again. Because really, I have to
say that of all the people I've encountered and
worked with, he certainly is the best musician
and the best arranger — record-maker — that
I've ever met."

He has no time for anyone who thinks he and
Lynne got too chummy in the studio. “When
you're out a long time, people have their favor-
ite sort of periods of what you do, they say ‘He
should be more like he was then,’ but I can't get
wrapped up in that,” he says.

1 just kind of go where the wind takes me.

Tom Petty

It's what I've always done, and I'm sure that's
what 1'l continue to do.”

Rick Rubin, founder of Def Jam Records and
producer of Mick Jagger's recent album and an
upcoming set by Johnny Cash, is producing Pet-
ty's solo album. It will be his first for a new
label, Warner Brothers.

“When it came time to do the ‘Greatest Hits'
it was actually Rick’s suggestion that we should
get the Heartbreakers together and cut the

songs live in the studio, like we used to years

ago,” says Petty. “We had to have two new
SONES.

"5o we took a little time away from the other
project, and I wrote a handiul of songs for the
Heartbreakers. We called 'em in ...1 think the
list was 30 songs in two days’ time. So we had a
lot to sift through.”

In two days' time, they'd recorded nearly 15
songs. Included on the hits album are “Mary
Jane's Last Dance,” a bluesy Pefly original
that features him playing both harmonica and

second lead guitar, and a cover of Thunderclap
Newman's classic "Something in the Air."

The latter song, a call for change in a world
gone crazy, seems as relevant today as it did
when it was written, in 1969.

Just days after the 1992 Los Angeles riols,
Petty wrote “Peace in L.A.," a heartfelt plea
\for understanding. He recorded the song with
the Heartbreakers, and had it released as a
single — with proceeds earmarked for L.A. re-
‘building efforts — within a week.

“1do what I can,” Petty says. “It's very hard
to tell somebody what that was like, to be here
when that was happening. It was very disturb-
ing. And it was just my natural urge to do that,
and I've always been real glad we did.

“And we still get really nice letters. It obvi-
ously made some money for some really good
causes.”

Although he likes to talk about environmen-
tal issues from the stage (“I've never really
learned to shut up™), Petty won't go the dis-
tance and call himself an activist. He was one
of the first rock 'n’ roll artists to insist that cups
at his shows' concession stands be made of re-
cyclable paper.

"“A lot of people used their position to just hip
everybody that there is a problem, and here's
some simple ways that you can help a little
bit," he explains, “But these days, it's almost
redundant to go up and say anything about re-
cycling, because everybody does it."

The idea of acting as a spokesman for an
issue — any issue — is anathema to him, quite
frankly. He's well aware that other rock stars
speak out all the time, but that sort of thing is
just not for him.

“They're probably much more comfortable
in the role of celebrity,” he believes, “which 1
can honestly say I've never sought. And 1 have
no intention of ever seeking it. 1don't want to be
a personality or a celebrity, I just make music,
and that's the end of my job, really.

“1 don’t go to things like premieres. I don't
want to be on TV.”

But Petty's fans hang on his every word.
Wouldn't he be able to make a difference?

"Maybe they listen to me because they be-

, lieve me," he replies. “It’s hard for me to ever
| believe some of these celebrities — I often won-

der if it's an actor’s business to tell me any-
thing, or a musician.

“I don't know that I'm always right, or that

, I've got the right idea, but I think somebody’s
; Bot to speak up every now and then. We still
have a lot of things to work out in America —
the gay issue is one, and human rights in gener-
al. I think racism still runs rampant in some
 areas of the country.

“These are things that I would be most inter-
ested in helping out. 1 think most importantly
we just have fo freal everybody Tike humans

'and hope for the best.”




