Petty to be first on
city’s walk of fame

Sun ataff report

Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers
will be asked to put their hands in
wet concrete to create Galnawmes
version of the Hol-
Iywood Walk of
Fame, ’

City commis- [}
sloners Monday H
approved a planto [
turn a sldewalk
along W. Universi-
ty Avenue into a
memorial to for-
mer residents who
have achieved

Petty

fame, starting with Petty and his
band.,

The rock "n' roll superstar was
born and raised in Gainesville, He
assembled his first group, the Sun-
downers, while attending Howard

Bishop Middle School. He graduated
from Galnesville High School in
1968,

The memorial in front of the
downtown Florida Theater would In-
clude gold stars and handprints.

Its creatlon was requested by local
musician Barry Sides and Gaines-
ville police spokeswoman Lt Sadie
Darnell, Petty's cousin,

Darnell and Sides hope to make
handprints of Petty and his band this
weekend while they are In town fora
Saturday night concert. Eventually,
they will help form a committee to
choose other famous former resl-
dents to be added to the walk of
fame,

An earlier plan to honor Petty by
renaming the downtown plaza “'Petty
Plaza" was rejected by the
commission,




