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€4 A lot of lyrics 1 hear on the radio these days sound pompous.
I'm not against people being serious with their work, I just think .
they have to be careful it doesn’t come off as pretentious. 22

— Tom Petty
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Wilburys are back together
for non-sober rock album

P Contmued from Page A-24

collaboration: serious slumming.
A classic of deadpan humor and
sly nods lo pop lradition, it was
more a barroom battle of the bon
mols than a weighty meeting of
lhe minds.

Orbison diedshortly after the
release of the heralded “'Vol. 1"
album lwo years ago, but the four
remaining members have
recorded a follow-up. purposely
misnamed “*Vol. 3." Released in
October. it is currently climbing
the charts. And, if anything, this
delightful and defiantly ummpor-
tant album is even rootsier and
even cornier Lhan the first one.

“¥ou can siill say things while
;.,rnu're lighlening up." Pelly says.

“Bul I think we're all weary of
[muntc- who come on for an entire
and give you the impres-
sion thal this person is trying lo
lell you real serious things that
they couldn't possibly have an
impael on. A lot of lyrics that [
hear on the radio these days sound
pompous. I'm not against people
being serious with their work, I
just think they have to be careful
that 1l doesn't come off as preten-
Livus.”

The loose, roughneck Wilbury
spiril has infected the solo work of
ils individual members as well.

Though it was recorded prior to
the Wilburys' working together.
Harrison's last solo effort, the
comeback *Cloud Nine.” showed
evidence of a definite lightening of
sensibililies — as do Lynne's
“Armchair Theatre” and Petty's
smash hit “Full Moon Fever,”
bolh post-Wilbury releases. And
Dylan? One listen to “Wiggle Wig-
gle”” — the leadoff track of his lat-
est album, a song that treads the
fine line belween sexual sugges-
tiveness and infantilism — demon-
sirates beyond the shadow of a
doubt that he, too, has succumbed
Lo Wilbury-itis.

The three Wilburys on hand for
this interview admil that their
more serious instincts tend to melt
away when they're around one
another,

Says Pelly.”'] think that last
album 1the Lynne-produced ‘Full
Moon Fever'' was more like me,
more honest in a lot of ways. than
a lot of them I've made. I fee] like
I'm more comtiortable being
myself than [ have been in a
while. Because ['ve always had a
sense of humor, but I {used to
feels thal if 1 used it. that it would
perhaps give the impression that |
was lthrowing away things or just
fooling around.™

Harrison concurs that work-
ing with the Wilburys “"gave us a
bit more freedom than we'd have
had individually.”" says Harrison
“Well. I'm lalking aboul us three,
not really Bob, He always did
what he wanted when he wanted
all the time.™

The first and most obvious
guestion this time around: What
happened to *Vol. 2?

“We haven't made that yel,"

quips Harrison. “Is thal an obvi-
ous enough answer?"”

The title is indeed probably
just an offhand joke — just as the
group's moniker is — though one
might speculate that the missing
volume could be, by implication, a
sort of tribute to the missing Orbi-
son, and what could have been had
he lived to record with the group
further.

In the two years since the
release of the first Wilburys
album, much speculation centered
on whether there would even be a
follow-up, and if so, who would
replace Orbison in the lineup. Vel-
erans Del Shannon and Roger
McGuinn were most often named,
perhaps because Lynne pmdumd
some tracks for Shannon (who has

since commilled suicide) and
Petty did some studio work with
McGuinn.

roup dismisses the idea of
a need or an Orbison replacement
out of hand. Says Petty, ""Whoever
we worked with after that album
was ‘the next Wilbury' "' — but
only in the imaginations of the
press and other onlookers. "It
never came from us or Del Shan-
non or Roger McGuinn."

Harrison maintains that it
never occurred lo the surviving
members to bring someone else in
because “we didn't really bring
Roy in. He just happened to be
there, you know, and that's how It
came about. So there was no rea-
son to go looking for somebody . .
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Wilburys are back together for a few laughs

p Continued from Page A-22

work on a second Wilburys album
actually came from Dylan,
according Lo the other members.

That's surprising, because
the popular assumption might be
that Dylan is the most reluctant
Wilbury. Rumor had it that he
nearly refused to participate in
making the video for “*Handle
With Care" when the first album
came oul, and he's alone among
the group in declining to do inter-
views to support the new album
{as is usually the case when it
comes to promoting his own
albums as well).

The image of Dylan as some-
one who just gets dragged into the

rocess is belled, however, by the
act he easily does the most lead
amgmg of any of the members on
“Val. 3."

This fact, pointed out to the
other three, gives them a good
laugh.

“We love lo hear Bob sing,”
says Pelly, still chuckling. **1t was
hard to rub Bob off the track once
he sang something, because he's a
really good singer.”

Good is in the ear of Lhe

beholder, of course, and Dylan's
famed penchant for first-take
spontaneity is obvious on “Vol. 3"
as his not-so-smooth pipes stand in
enjoyable contrast with the near-
perfect “stacks" of vocal harmo-
nies which Lynne (the former
mastermind of ELO) is famous
for creaunF. It's almost like put-
ting the old blues singer wﬁns
croumng for quarters down on the
corner in front of the town choir,
but it works.

“You're righl,"” says Harrison,
"*it sounds like the kind of raggedy
Bob, or what you expect is just
one-off or a second atlempt or
something. Then the backing
voices smooth it out. That's quite
a good thing, because if Bob
wasn't in it, it"d turn out sounding
a little foo smooth. He gives that
edge to it, the roughness, which is
really nice."

Dylan wasn't the only one who
worked spontaneously, though.

The entire album was pul
together in about six weeks —
recording and writing.

All 11 of the songs were
conceived by all four members as
a group. The first song recorded,
“Inside Out,” was wrillen "within

an hour or two of arriving" at
Harrison's private studio for the
first session. The rest of the album
followed at a similar pace.

“Thal's one thing we've done
over both albums — everylhing
was done at a really quick pace,
Pelty says, "withoult much room
for second-guessing anything.

“It is hard for some people lo
understand. It would be hard for
me Lo understand if I wasn't there.
Just the whole concept of writing
a song with four ple sitting
there all contributing things at
once is not done that often. But for
some reason with this combina-
tion of people it works, and it's
even enjoyable. [ think we've all
had enough success that we never
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The difference from the first
album is apparent. Whereas **Vol.
1" had songs thal stood oul as

individual showcases — *“‘Nol
Alone Any More"” having obvi-
ously been crafted as an Orbison

ballad, and “Tweeler and the
Monkey Man" being in the Lradi-
tion of Dylan story-songs, for
example — it's much harder to
differentiale between members’
roles and funclions this time. It's
hard to disagree with Petly when
he says that they've now “‘come
uﬂ with a sound that really sounds
like the Wilburys more than any
one of us. It’s a group.”

Don’t expect lo see the Travel-
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ing Wilburys aclually lraveling,
though.

Harrison and Lynne bolh
hate touring with a passion. The
ex-Bealtle hasn'l laken his acl on
the road since 1975, and studio
hound Lynne lired of Lhe live cir-
cuit with ELO a decade ago.
Dylan and Pelly are road regu-
lars, but it's unlikely they'd con-
verl their more reclusive pariners
to their way of thinking.

“*No, they all knew that I
dtt_][p‘I“ .. | said Harrison, trailing
off.

“I never liked Lo tour,” piped
in Lynne, a bit more firmiy. **So
I'm not gonna miss il much if we
don’t "

Restaurant & Bar
Try Our Famous Manydand
Stylo Crab Cokes
Open 7 am for Breakiast
Hot Lunches Dally
Weekday Dinner Specials
MONDAY
Spaghetll wisalad
TUESEAY

§1.95



