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Petty, Heartbreakers having fun performing again

(FEditor's note: Tom Petty and the
Heartbroakers, the Georgia Satel-
ffres and the Del Fuegos will per-
form at the Civie Arena In Pitte-
burgh tenight and Binssom Music
Center in Cuyahoga Falls Tuesday.)
By Gary Graff
Knight-Ridder Newspapers

Tom Petty and his mates have
tightened their ranks and knit up

internal problems to emerge a
stronger, more cohesive musieal
unikt.

The spirit of thelr new album,
“Let Me Up (I've Had Enough),’
and the band that made it is
summed up in ane simple line in the
credits: Al songs performed oand
arranged by Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers,"

Mo big deal, you say. Alter all, it
has beon Petty and his four Heart-
breaker cohorts for the past 11
years, ever since their first album
came out. But there's more to it
than that.
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“Fveryvone has a real band buze,"
sabd puitarist Mike Camphell, 1 just
want to play right now, We're all
digping playing together. It hasn't
bean this easy for a long time, or
this fun."

Indeed, during the past couple af
yearg, the band has becomo has bo-
come more unified. I it's evidenre

ou want, just listen to “Let Me

p." the group's smoothest, most
confident record to date,

Mot bad for & band that almost
broke up four years ago.

That was in 1083, after a tour
supporting the "Long After Dark™
album. The record hadn't fared well
— particularly compared to two
immediate predecessors, “Damn
the Torpedoes™ in 1980 and “Hard
Promises” in 1881 — and the tour
mﬁﬁmnm were 0 bit ragged.

Heartbreakers, formed in 1975
in Gainesville, Fla, cama off the
road, and Patty lot it be known that
he had no plans for packing his suit-
CA5es again.

"We'd been out there for soven
ears and hod fallen into a routine,™
e explained. *1 was bored with
what we were doing. 1 planned to
quit the road; [ needed a fow years
to get out of I."

o ho settled into the studio in hiz
Los Angeles home — which burned
In a fire last month — and came up
with the concept and songs for
*Southern Accents,” The under-ap-
preciated Heartbreakers, mean-
while, went off to work on other

u]]eets. most notably with Bob

vlan and the urythmics.

It wasn't long before the music
community was buzzing with ru-
mors of a breakup, which only in-
tensified when ty start fis=
cruiting additional players for that
album,

“Things wero a bit edgy at first,”
b saidnﬁﬁaut the first rehearsals for
“Southern Accents.” I didn't know
if we had broken up or not ... We'd
been away from each othér for a
while, longer than we've ever been
apart, We just had to put ourselves
togethar again.”

Campbell, however, said he
wasn't terribly concerned with the
sltuation.

“Everyone seems to bring u
that one particular time,” he sai
“There's always bean that type of
thing going on in the group; when

‘New’ Kansas has
dynamic comeback

(Editor’s note: Kansas will per-
form at & p.m, Tuesday at the Fromt
Row Theatre in Highland Hejghts.)

By G nry_Gmff

Knight-Ridder Newspapers
Repining Kansas wasn't a diffi-
cult decision for singer-keyboardist

e

back and not be labeled old fogey
dinosaurs, and we were labeled that
long before the band broke up.
They called us pretentious, i:mrten*
tious .., all these words [ dwdn't
know the meaning of until they
used them on us,

“Mow I can look back at that old

. g o o .. b bk asshian mad w

’Zﬁu stay together this lang, you're
nund t6 run up apainst situations
like that.

“T ean think of four other times
that were mayvhe more intense than
that onb. It's part of being in a band.
Sometimes you [ight. Somelimes
ou don't hang out with each ather,

ELI doesn't mean you're breaking
up.
Rather, the Heartbreakers tight-
ened up. “Southern Accents,” ra-
leased in early 1085, was o mililon-
arltlnq success, launching one of the
proup’s most Successful singles,
“Don"t Come Around Here MNo
Maore." The tour, during which the
proup was gugmented by a horn
section and female backup singers,
went just as well, capped by a per-
formance at Live Aid and a strong
live album, “Pack Up the Planta-
tion.™

Enter Bob Dylan. Recently
signod to a management contract
with Elliot Roberts, partner of
Heartbreakers' manager Tony Di-
mitriades, the legondary songwriter
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needed 8 band lo back him at the

Farm Al econcert in Seplember
1985, Doth parties hit it off and

spent 1988 touring together in the
nited States and Australla,

Playing backup also turned out to
be one of the best things that could
have happened to the Hearthreak-
orR.

“It really took a lot of pressure
off the group,” Campbell, 36, ad-
hmillnd. "We learned you didn't

ave to worry ghout playving every-
thing exactl yr!EhL .Eng'vn-i gntr{u
rrny behind someene Inspiring. It
ust started to feel like fun again,
rather than work.”

nd when the Heartbreakers
wont back to the studio, it didn't
feel ke work, either, according to
Dylan and Campbell. The group
was scheduled to record with Dylan
last July, but he wasn't read
though he did eventually record one
song, “Got My Mind Made Up™
with the Heartbreakers and helped
Petty write his current single,
*Jammin® Mo."
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‘Untouchables’ takes on

Capone in

’30s Chicago

S0 the Hearthreakers decided Lo
use the studio time in a loose fash-
fon: with fust an engineer in reaj-
dence, Peity and Camphell would
taks their barely finished sonps and
jam with the rest of the band, They
didn't even think they were making
an alburm,

“In the past, we used to come in
ond everything was worked out be-
forehand,™ ampbell explained,
“That could make things tedious.
On this album, we didn't do that on
99.5 percent of the stuff, The songs
came oasy. Everything was real
spontaneous,™ g

When they went back on the road
with Dylan, the Hearthroakers
knew they had enough top rate
material for an album — perhaps
even for o double album, according
to Petty, They only had to do a few
overdubs and decide which songs to
release, and “Let Me Up (I've Had
Encugh)” became the quickest
Heartbreakers project In  the
group's history.

Between the album's completion

and the current tour, the g~
members worked on a few ous @
jects — Camphell, for insh =~
roduced an afbum for the Will 1
rothers, But the focus remg —-~I
imarily on the band, some' ™
g:mpheﬂ said should last for quie
while,

“I'm in the tour mode now, & |
really can't think past the nekt v e
he sald, “I'm looking forward L e
next album, and [ think ever..ne
elze in the band foels the game = 3.
It feels very committed now; o
eryone's happy to be playing '
gether”
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Thursday as a community servi:

send to the Entertainment [wek,
The Vindicator, Box 780, Youngs
town, Ohio, 44501,

Andy Garcia, Sean Connery, Kevin Costner and Charles Martin Sman
{left to rll;flht} star as “The Untouchables’ In the new Brian DePaima

film that Is now
and Movie World In Niles.

showing at the Southern Park Cinema in Boardran



