Could video visions prove better than the real thing?

By Mariyn Schwartz
Syndicated Columnist

There's a whole new concept in home
videotaping. Now you don't get just enter-
tainment. You can get atmosphere.

Who needs a real fire with real wood in
a real fireplace? For $30, you can buy a
videotape that shows 60 minutes of roar-
ing fire. No ashes. No embers. No drafls
from the chimney,

Who needs pets? For $35. vou can buy
a tape that shows 30 minutes of nothing
but swimming fish. Instant aquariom. No
messy equipment. No [ish food.

) Both tapes can be played on home
video cassette players.

Yideo Fish is "a bold, new concept,”

Do brunettes

said Michael Stoddard of Candle Corp. in
Los Angeles. "It's based on published
studies at the University of Pennsylvania
that show the significance of having a
bond between humans and pets.”

People sat in front of an aquarium for
hours and showed a noliceable reduction in
blood pressure and respiration. If watch-
ing the lish was all thal mattered, who
needed a real aquarium?

Stoddard's company did a test tape of
one hour of fish and “boiled that down to
the best moments,” he said. "Now you get
30 minutes of the fish, with lots of relax-
ing shots of bubbles and waler movement,
The whole idea is to get rid of stress. And
it makes an attractive addition to an
reomn in the house" though it was devel-
oped originally for “olfice concepts of the
future” — video goldlish in every corner.

A slice . ..

A fire that never needs tending,
snow that doesn't need shoveling

“Some dentists are already using our
goldfish tapes,” he said, “and one hospital
in Florida 15 also using it to help soothe
patients’ pre- and post-operative (ensions
And we're tesling other ‘natural’ tapes.
too. We've already done rough footage on
tapes of surf and of clouds ™

Different versions of the fireplace —
the other hot “almosphere” videotape —

are marketed by several companies. Don
Kaufman of San Francisco. distributor of
one, said

“The tape s s0 real that the whole
roem is brighiened and made more cozy
By it. I tried it out at 3 dinner party last
year, Everyone was entranced. The next
day | just stretched out on the couch and
wilched that lape for one hour It was
wonderfully relaxing. And | didn't have to
keep runming and throwing on more logs.”

Kaulman is working en 2 video rain-
storm and a video snowlall

"Can you imagine how wonderful a
video snowfall could be in the southern
states during Thanksgiving and
Christmas?" he said. “We might even
arrange to put some Christmas carols in
the background

“] even envision @ video food tape that
comes with its own frozen TV dinner. As
Jou watch the show. vou eat the food Lha!
corresponds with a cooking lecture on the
tape

"I a videolape Store doesn’t want Lo
stock @ freezer, the food can be sold at the
grocery stores. There will be numbers so
vou'll know which TV dinner goes with
which tape

Kaulmin i> alse considering video pets
other than lish As he talked, a dog could
be heard barking in the background Real
or video pet?

“Real,” he said "But the way I calm
him down is to let him go to sleep in front
of @ videotape lire
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direct. "Terms of
Endearment,” which explores the relationship
belween a mother and daughter over the
course of 25 years, is based on a book by Larry

Left Coast is that film producer Allan Carr
(“Grease,” “Can't Stop the Music") is heading
into the concert promoter business. Carr
recently staged two sold-out Barry Manllow
concerts in Hawaii and is now eyeing concert
possibilities in Los Angeles and New York.

= Lisa Faye Kaplan,
Ken Schinger and Brian Donlen

serve the public as a tea house for the month-long
silute to British horticulture. In addition to the
Edwardian conservatory. Machin Designe will exhibit
a treliised summerhouse with two gothic garden seats
which will be incorporaled into an English rose

the imported garden structures

Events

RETIREMENT FETE: A dinner dance lwnoring
Rickard “DHek”™ Plsco. who is retiring after 25 years
of sorvice with the city of Yonkers, will be held
Thursday, April 7. at the Scarsdale Elke Club. Central
Park Avenue. Pisco has been with the Water Bureau
Department of Poblic Works, starting as 3

mainte-

papce man and reliring as head meter reader for the
bureau, Pisco is a past president of the Creseent Club
former trustee of Yonkers Elks Lodge, a member ol
the Jefferzon Rod and Gun Club and a trustee of Lhe

THEATER WORKS:OP: &t Joha's Childrens
Theater Workshop will present a free peiformance of
its season’s work Saturday, Apnil 8 '
John's parish house, 100 Underhill St
warkshop, children between the ages of 5 and 12, has

1

|

|

studied dance. drama and musie durimg the vear Th

at 'l pm. atl =i

Yonkers ].n hs
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His rock 'n’ roll instincts are seemingly umer.
ring: During the 70 — a period when rock,
especially Southern rock, was mired in mindless
boogie and endiess soloing — Pelly remained
tree to the principle that classic rock stars

: . : ar splav in one of the indoor galleries Yonkers Cellmates Association A cocktail hour is with wange
H#HEHI} = author of “The Lmt Plclurg £ ?k;::f:l;nplll:}m:;mnii for the Dﬁ:E decade exhibited Scheduled for 6 pm . preceding dinner at | Tu‘w.:. It:ﬁ'?:;:“;:oﬁ:ind e Rsati bk et
Show" and “Horseman Pass By" (the basis for annually at the Chelsea Flower Show in London. Their are $25 per person. Make checks pavabie (o Arihu their first album in 1976, it was an early
Hollywood's “Hud") exhibits at the “w York Bolanical Garden make the P“’.?Q.md mail with ”'_“r""_"":"'r;‘ e 3% 1""""1\“‘ I indication. Lat ‘the classic rock song was mak-
Salute '~ Cheleea show a cooperative link between the qu‘fl; B‘:r PF‘;E"TT d'ﬁ.,\ \,'l .q\:_' hﬁ:"'},_.,&, ing 3 comeback People didn’t know what (o
CAN'T STOP MIS MUSIC: Word [rom the two nations. Thousands of visitors are expected tosee 1000 nFound. deputy city marshal. is genct make of Petty — or 3 lot of otber folks who

were emerging around the same time Was this
punk® New wave? Power pop” What united
artists who were otherwise as dissimilar as
Petty., Graham Parker, Elvis Costelle, Nick
Lows (Pelty's opening act on thic tour), and

Pleass ses PETTY
on back page of thia mecton
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Entertainment

Globe Theater
does adaptation
of Molnar play

Ferene Molnar's "The
Plav's The Thing" will be
presented by the New
Globe Repertory Theatre
at the Music Hall, 11
Main 81, Tarrytown with
the opening on Wednes-
day, April 6. at 8§ pm
Directed by producer-di-
rector Stuart Vaughan, it
marks the 15th produc-
tion by Westchester's
only professional resident
theater of which Anne
Vaughan and Vincent
Curcio are the associate
producers. [t also is the
last show of the 19582-83
$£ason

Adapted by P.G Wo-
dehouse, this 1926 come-
dy  presents a love
triangle belween a lead-
ing lady, a young com-
poser and 2 well-known
actor with two play-
wrights intervening as
matchmakers. hara Van
Fossen, a member of
both British ard Ameri-
can Equity, will be seen
as the leading lady She
was featured in the Lon-
den preductions of “Once

& Lifetime” and
“F'laj' Broadway veler-
an Robert Burr is cast as
the actor, He has appear-
ances in “The Anderson-
ville Trial" “Look Back
in Anger” and Richard
Burtea's “Hamlet” to his
credit, and TV soa
as "All- My Children~
“Love of Life” and “An-
other World ™

Als0 in the cast are
Robert Murch, John Fitz-
Gibbon and Don Perkins,

all of whom played in
“Waiting for Gedel” at
the Music Hall. and Jo-

seph Culliten and Elek
Hartman. Culliton was in
“The Impertance of Be-
ing Earnest” last Oeto-
ber

Settings are by Leo B
Mever, costumes by Ted
Van Griethuvsen and
lighting by Vivien Leone

The production will
run from April 5 through
17. A preview perfor
mance will be given
Tuesday, April 5, at &
pm. with tickels at $3
and $5. Thereafter the

Roberl Burr and Diana Van Fossen in the New
Globe Theatre's ‘The Play's the Thing'

PETTY/Frum page B1

sehedule is Wednesday at
2 and 8 pm. Thursday
through Saturday & pm
and Sunday at 2 pm
Tickets for weekday and
matinee performances
are $13 to $3. Friday and
Saturday evenings, 5§15 to
$10. The box office num-
Ber 12 631-3390 and both
Master Card and Visa are
accepled

Movie eclock

The limas liated In The Moavie
Clock are  jupplled By Ithe
thieater manigament. The naws
paper cannat taks respensiBility
for inpccurscies.
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Musc Cnbe

The Viennese have given the world a tradition of
musical excellence that remains one of the founda-

8 tions of all serioes music. On July 7, 1498, Emperor

Maximilian | decreed that a chorus of young boys
would be formed to be the resident choristers for the
Imperial Chapel OUn that day the Yienna Choir Boys
came into existence and have been with the civilized
world since

In that long tradition of excellence the Yienna
Choir Boys continue to instill pride in the hearts of
Austrians and joy in the hearts of the resi of us
Currently winding up their American tour. the VCB
offered their program at Lehman College Friday
EYEDIDE.

In a program that boasted the familiar VCB
sglections: Palestrina’s “Hodie Christus Nalus Est”
Da Croce's "0 Sacrum Conviviom,” and Schubert's
"Widerspruch” and “Die Nachtigall,” this youthful
ensemble of choral virtuosi endeared themselves once
more (o the audience

even the belatedly appreciated Bob
Seger was the combination of passion
and craftsmanship that has consistently

marked the best rock.

Anthems such as “Relugee.”

the Losers”
Town,”
commercial

With the possible
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Ends Tuas: Desires For Man
+ Inseda Maribyn Chambars

Continuous fram 12 nean

tha LENT

and the new “One Story
represent rock that s very
without any sacrifice of
feeling or integrity. This is music thal
reaches a lot of people on a lot of
different levels. Even songs that initial-
ly sound as thoughthey're about getling
a girl turn toward the deeper issues of
making a lile — on your own terms
exception
Springsteen’s E Street Band, the Heart-
breakers — guitarist Mike Campbell,
keyboardist Benmont Tench, drummer
Stan Lynch. and new bassist Howie

Epstein — are making the richest rock
of any mainstream American band.

After facing all the hassles of the
music business, does Pelty still love
playing as much as he once did?

“Maybe more,” came the guick re-
ply. "l think these days you really
cherish geiling to play. Like en a tour,
oul of the whele day, these two hours
—if those den't go well, the whole day's
wasted. You ean have it except for
those two hours.”

Has he ever regretted his career?

"l just didn't want to do anything
else,” he =aid. [ didn't have any choic-
e... Even if I'd, like, sold shoes during

“Ewven

of

E Vienna Choir Boys at Lehman

4 By Lou Cevetillo

There is something magical in hearing these
pristine voices execule, wilth uncanny accuracy, the
intricacies of these works. One sees young boys who
range in age between 9 and 14 years, but one bears
the accomplishment of hours of rehearsal and dedica-
tion to this arl. This is whal the joy of singing is all
about. Combine the happiness of youth and the exu.
berance of thic repertory and one can clearly see the
reason for the success of this organization for nearly
500 years.

The program was divided in three parts with the
middle section devoled to a modified stage production
of Johann Strauss’ one-act operetta, “Wiener Leben.™
The boys took all the parts, both male and female, and
added a level of childlike humeor that kept the audi-
ence cheering and laughing in all the right places.

After the traditional finale of a Strauss waltz and
polka, the VCB relurned onstage for an encore of
“America the Beautiful” This drew a standing
ovation for the young singers and more than one
maoist eye.

The Vienna Choir Boys are bringing to an end Lhe
39th Irip to America in their leng august history.
After witnessing their beauty of sound and technical
skill, one can only await impatiently their 40th visit.
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the day. I'd be doing Lhis al night. You. |
can't get it out of your system once you
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WINNER — MOST OUTSTANDING
DIRECTORIAL ACHIEVEMENT IN 1982
— MRECTORS GUILDOF AMERIC A
RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH
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NOMINATIONS

1%l
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GANDHI

The Man of the Century,
The Motson Pieture of a Lifdtime.

They weren't Io-ukjng for a fight...just to belong.
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