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A  protracted  legal
battle with his record
company, he says, aimost
finished him — mentally
and financially.

Being hailed by the

LR

Stripped of myth and mystery, the
story of the most influential life in history.

A message from
The Moderator,
N.S.W. Synod
Uniting Church
of Australia

“A superb
production.
The excellent

characters bring
Luke's Gospel
to Life.”
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Bitter year "

music press as the new
saviour of American rock
wasn't much consolation
when nhe had to spend
most of the year in court
instead of in studio or on

stage. :

Happily, that period Is
now just a memory, al-
though a slightly bitter,
one, for the 28-year-old
Florida - born musician
who is bound for Austra-

Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers will open
their tour at the Capitol
Theatre on  Saturday,
April 26, :

The success of their
latest album. Damn_ the
Torpedos (its riding
high in the US top-10) is
probably helping to erase
those bitter memories.

Ina curious ‘way, the
courtroom dramas
helped him as a spur 1o
his songwriling.

Speaking by telephone
from Los Angeles last
week, he said: “Damn the
Torpedoes is a slang term
for  full-speed  ahead.
That was a favourite say-
ing of mine during the
legal troubles because
everyone had his own
little torpedo aimed at
me."

When Petty sings in
his hits single, Refufee,”
Everyone's had to fight
to he free, You se¢ you
dont have to live like a
refugee,” the words have
an authentic ring.

Petty's problem began

when his record
company, ARC, was
swallowed wup by the
giant MCA con-
glomerate. Petty argued

that the take-over made
him a free agent but
MCA sued him for
breach of contract.

While the dispute drag-
ged on, his dehts
mounted to  $576,000,
rather outstripping  his
assets of $56,000.

Finally, a compromise
was reached: MCA
would create a new label,
Backstreet Records, and
Petty would be its first
artist. Into the bargain,
he was rewarded with a
new contract worth near-
ly §3 million.

Quite a panacea, but
Petty said: "It has left
me feeling a bit cynical
about the business. I
couldn't believe all that
was happening over a
rock band.
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This time last year, Tom Petty was in debt to the un-
happy tune of about half a million dollars,

“I- couldn't believe 1
was so valuable to people
that they'd rather destroy
me fthan see me on
another label. I felt pin-
ned to the wall.

Peity has been on the
road since November,
touring through the US
and ‘Europe. After a
sweep through  Japan,
Australia, New Zealand
and Hawaii, he and the
Heartbreakers  will  four
the US again, before
recording a new album in
August,

Petty first picked up a
guitar at the age of 14
after watching Elvis Pre-
sley filming Follow That
Dream on location near

his Gainseville, Florida
home.

His only instruction
came from a Beatles

songbook and chords lift-
ed from Rolling Slones
records,

The LA-based musi-
cian isn't married, bul
says he’s about to be. He
won't reveal the date, or
any names , .. “1 don't
want to get into a public
relationship. It  might
blow a good thing."
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Kevin Johnson

“John Townley

John flies in

to Introduce

us fo..

John Townley came to town last week for
a hectic series of press, radio and TV inter-

.John

Kev makes
it home at
last for

a concert

After four years of singing to packed-
out theatres in Europe, Sydney singer-song-
writer Kevin Johnson is at last to make his
Australian concert tour.

He'll be' at  Sydney's
Regent Theatre on April
23, following perform-
ances in Melbourne,
Wagga and Canberra.

Kevin, 37, said: "“Al-
though I've done more
than 30 concerts over-
seas, I've never really
given a proper one here,”

Mot that he hasn’'t want-
ed fo.

“We'd even get round
to sciting dates, then
we'd have to cancel be-
cause  something clse
would come up, like
going overseas,” he said.

“And so another year
would go by. This time
the promoter said, ‘Let’s
do it now".”

Since the international
chart-topping success in
1974 of his song. Rock
and Roll I Gave You All
the Best Years of My
Life, Kevin has enjoyed
enormous popularity in

Europe, more so than
here.

His first European tour
was in 1976, and he's
been back nearly every
year, Visiting France,
Germany, Luxembourg,

Holland, Ireland, Swilzer-
land and England.
He plans to go again in

October but that depends
on when he finishes writ-
ing and recording his
new album — his fifth.
His latest single, He Was
Just a Boy, was released
a few weeks ago.

He admits he's often
tempted to move o
Europe with his wife Jill
and their two young sons,
Shane and Scott.

“It's made sense to go
for some time but T don't

know whether I'm a
sensible person.”
That his songs are

sung in English is appar-
ently wunimportant in
Furope. “Sometimes [
think they understand the
lyrics more,” he said.

“Because English isn't
their first langnage, they
scem to be able to go
straight to the hecart of
the songs. There's a his?
tory of poetry in those
places. Perhaps it's in
them, too.”

He describes his new
album as being “more up-
tempo” than  previous
ones, a progression from
the “escapism” of his
1978 Journeys album and
the introspection of ear-
lier LPs.

views to introduce us to John Townley.

John who?

As he soon explained,
Briton Townley is a 28-
year-old singer-song-
writer. He has one solo
album to his credit, and
plans to record another
in June,

You couldn't pigeon-
hole his music as soft
rock, folk or pop, be-
cause he could wriggle
out of any calegory.

In his short Australian
visit, he was told he
gounds like Cliff Richard,
Jackson  Browne, the
Eagles and the Beach
Boys (what, all of them?).

t ‘Where will yqur hair
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He says simply that his
music 15 “bits of ex-
perience put in writing."”
His music isn't intensely
personal, he says, "be-
cause I'm not one of
those people who enjoy
pouring their hearts out.”

His first album, titled
Townley, was released in
the UK and US last July.
The reviews were eocour-
aping but sales were not,
he says, partly because
he did no promotion, and
partly because he had
management problems
he's overcoming now.

In June he'll record the
follow-up in the US,
under the puidance of
executive producer Bobby
Columbi, a Capitol
Records executive who
used to play drums for
Blood, Sweat and Tears,
and who has produced
albums by Tavares and
Henry (Shannon) Gross.

The London-based
musician’s career might
have taken a different
course if he'd pursued an
advertisement he noticed
in Melody Maker maga-
zine a few years ago.

The ad called for a
lead puitarist for a band
located in an area neigh-
bouring Townley's. He
rang the number, and
told the band was re-
hearsing in a hall about
half a mile from his
house, and was invited to
attend that Saturday .

A couple of years
later, he heard the band's
name again, and realised
too late that it was des-
tined for thinga far great-
er than the local pub, It
was Gary Numan’s Tube-

way Army.
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KEVIN JOHMSON — INTERNATIONALLY
AEROWHKED SINGER SONGWRITER
Tickets: $8 60 Geanergus parly and
sludent concessons Al Bookings
wighells Bass (enquines 235 TSEE)
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*Australia’s most exciting
performer :

Exploding in an electrifying
theatrical tour de force

HOBYN ARCHER
and ROONEY FISHER.
Diseeied by RODKEY FISHER,

A musical

of the century— it will tear your heart

tribute to the great singing stars I

apart with sadness and joy..

- -
Dwsgned by SILVIA JANSUNS

Wusical diraction and accompanimant by DALE RINGLAND and PETER HEAD

OPENS SAT. 26 APRIL, 8.15pm

YORK THEATRE -Tiun.-SaL at B.15pm
-

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN 6 DAYS AHEAD
at SEYMOUR CENTRE and MITCHELL-BASS.

EXCELLENT CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE
for groups, students and pensioners.

PHONE BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES
Phone 692 0555 or 692 3511 (24 hr. booking service)

Cnr Cleveland Street and City Hod feaff Hroslwavi

Costume by ANNA SENOR




