'High energy heats up
“summertime rock

By 808 MOSS
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TAMPA — Pop-rock punk-poet Patti
Smith proclaimed her intentiona quickly.
Her powerlul but ponderous show Friday
night in Curtis Hizon Hall had just begun
, when the lyrical dervish-gueen of New
* York new wave shouted to some 5500 fans:
* “Tampa, tonight we're going to settle some
, scores!” B

Miss Smith's fans still shudder at the
" memory of her last Suncoast eoncert. On
Jan. 23, 1977, opening for Bob Seger in the
same hall, Mizs Smith tripped on equip-
ment and tumbled seven feet from the
stage to the concrete floor. The resulting in-
juries kept her in a nock brace and oll stage
for months,

As if an energetic show could erase the
memory of a broken neck, Mus Smith led

Tom Petty, who for years led a
Gainesville-based band called
Mudcrutch, offered a punchy

)
sacond sat,
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her four sidemen through a set that made '

up in intensity what it lacked in prettiness,

EIGHTEEN MONTHS and a hit al-
bum Iater, Miss Smith seems to have more
than recovered [rom the accident. Her
high-energy screech-and-yowl vocals, her
prizefighter style of dancing, her crudely ef-
fective band and her flamboyantly confus-
ing speech have made her the pre-eminent
female exponent of street-wise rock poetry.
At 31, she rules New York's neo-punk
scene,

Highlighted by Because The Night, the
hit single she co-wrote with Bruce Springs-
teen, Miss Smith's exuberant set climazed
a well received triple ull. Ticket prices
were gliced to $2.98 sdvance, $1.98 at the
door — such ressonable fees should be
levied more olten,

Bwitching from 608 oldies to her own
more complicated works, Mms Smith pro-

jects an image that is mannsh, manic and
sometlimes monolonous.
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Patti Smith climaxed a powerful bill including Tom Petty and Hoochie,

IN FACT EVEN her best elfforts —
such as her revival of the Who's The Kids
Area Alnight and the Stones’ Time [8 Un
My Side — [miled to restrain a steady
stream of early departures throughout her
el

Apparently, Florida audiences much
prefer the more accessible pop crientation
of second billed Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers.

Tom Petty, who spent several years in
the early T0s leading & Gainesville-based
band called Muderutch, generated a nearly
hysterical but well earned response, the

type that occurs all too seldom on today's
industrialized rock scene. Paced by Pelty
and his aggressively clean guitarist Mike
Campbell, the Heartbreakers earned two
encore calls from an overwhelmed audi-
ence. As il to prove his roots in 1860s bar
bands, Petty responded with two real
oldies, Shout and Roule 68,

Show opener Hoochie among St. Peters-
burg's choicest nightclub-rock bands, con-
vinced the party-minded audience that at
least one local band can hold its own on a
full concert stage. In fact the managers of
the Petiy/Smith tour hired Hoochie to
open for them in Miami tonight as well.



