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pril 1 marked the 2531h anniversary
of the day Tom Petty and a ragged
band of voung musicians departed
Gainesville, Florida, in a caravan
headed for the mythical lights of
Haollywood ln scarch of Tun, famse
and a record deal

It took a few vears, but they found all three

Since that fateful cross-counoy road-
trip, Tom Petty and his Heartbreakers
have perpetualed a distinetive vein of
misle thag's part Byrdsian grace, part
fiery aranpe and purple California sunset,
part Southem redneck snarl, part reck
less rockabilly elation and all American
rock & roll.

Echo, Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers’
10th spudio album, was released on April
1t Its a collection of songs drenched
with tales of loneliness and of resilient
American Girls, of reflection and escape—
an organic blend of the melancholy scenl
of Petty's second solo effort, 1994 Wild
flowers, and the spunk of the ensemble’s
1987 effart, Lef Me Up ('ve Had Encagh),
But Echa's restless spirit is indicative af

@

what the group has endured in recent years: they
ended an 11-year relationship with MCA ta join
the Warner Bros.” stable, stickman Stan Lynch
relinguished his position after 20 vears, and
Peuy's 22-year marriage ended. The tumuall has
resulted in an album of uncompromising faich
and depth. 1t Jooks like its going to be a good
summer for rolling down the car windows and
blaring some Echo through the night air

or all the acclaim the vow-headed bamnd-
{ leader receives, he has achieved his success

in great part due io his collaboration with
the Heartbreakers, a band thar rivals insdoutions
like Booker T. & The MG's (the legendary Stax
Records house band) in i1s reputation as one of
the finest backlines in the rock canon (Bob Dyvlan
abviously thought so, when he asked Petty and
the Heartbreakers to back him up on his two
year Knocked Ot Loaded world tour In 1986-87)
Friends from Peity's wayward posi-high schoal
yvears, bath puitarist Mike Campbell and keyman
Boenmont Tench were part of that Hollywnod-
bound caravan back in 1974, On a level that
transcends their music, the loyalty and intimacy
of the bond berween the men is apparenl. “We
are friends amd brothers becanse we've grown up
together doing this,” declares Petty “We stick
topether mainly because we love this band, and [



think all of us know that we're not gonna walk
into something like this again in our life”

When they aren’t fulfilling their sworn duty as
Heartbreakers, Campbell and Tench are two of
the most sought-after session men in the busi-
mess, Campbell’s songs and brilliantly instinctive
{vet understated) guitar work and Tench’s warm
organ strains and plucky rock plano chords have
praced works by artists including Bob Dylan, Elvis
Costello, Don Henley, Bonnie Raint, Johnny Cash,
Taj Mahal and The Wallflowers, among many
{manyv) others. Bassist Howie Epstein (whose
high harmmonies are as much a part of the TP and
the Heartbreakers' sound as Petlys Dixie drawl)
has been spending dme in the producers chair
recently, having overseen albums by his wife,
Carlene Carter (daughter of June Carter Cash and
step-daughter of [ohnny Caxh), John Prine, and
singersongwriter Rosie Flores, Longtime touring
drummer Steve Ferrone and multi-
instrumentalist Scott Thurston are
not onty welcome additons to the
Heartbreakers' moadshows, they also
performed an integral part in the
recording of Echo.

The lateir &0
from Tas Petily
sl The Heart

gl Petty and his posse haven't mount-

Lcha, o8 ed a major tour sinee they went out in

warner Bros. support of Witdflowers in 1994, but
they did try o work in some live shows between
their various side projects. In early 1997, they
declared themselves the “house band” ar San
Frandsco’s historic 1.200-seat Fillmore theater—
and sold out an unprecedented 20 performances.
And because they had such a great time, they did
it again this winfer, taking over the Fillmore for
seven marathon SRO concerts as a litde warmup
for this summer’s big tour.

5o, 25 vears into the adventure, what does a
Tom Petty And The Heartbreakers concert deliv-
ert Irs an example of the essential svmbiotic
relationship between rock & roll and its audicnoe,
Ii's nothing bug magic to hear 15,000 fans—afier
Petty prompts them with the first line of the clas-
sic “Breakdown”™ (CIts alright if you love me, it's
alright if vou don’t..”)—to finish the entire song.
even sphitfing into harmany and dividing again,
half doing lead and half doing background vocals,
all to the Heartbreakers' able acocompaniment. As
he's apt w say, about halfway through the audi-
ence’s buoyant performance, "You're gonna put
me oul of a jolb” We hope nol.

—MMpissa Sarex
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HE’S THE ONE:
P!tij"s Cinematic Moments
“1 gon't want to be A musiclan that turns
into o~ sctor,” Tom Petty told a caller this
sgring during the SFX Radis Meétwerk World
|Praniere of Echo. “lt's just somezhirg to do
PAF thdre’s sotaing else Lo do, It's kind of
fun ang 1 li<e filr a lot, so I get 0 learn
|and hang artound,

Long before he hiT nis mer< 88 tne scruffy,
wild-haired moyor of Bridge City in Kovin
Costrer's post-apocalyptic epic The Postman,
Patty's love of filr landed him upon a few
other scréens, both blg (B4 ard Made Jn Heav-
en) and small {“Tre Larry Sanders Show" and
| “The Gery Shandling Show™),

1 It's easy LO S¢0 thal Petly PMas had
‘strong cine~eTic inclinetions since sarly

| in his caces~. He gnd Toe Heartbreskers-
\who, ironically, got swept intc the oresk-
'lng wave ¢l prologesic, skinny-tied Hew
fave berds thet burst upcn thwe scene ir
the garly "BOs-made a deop LEEression o0
kag~ica at the daen of the MIVY 2ge, with a
Iﬁ'.ar: of extraordinarily creative and memo-
{ranle videos (who could forget the Mad
(ttax-fFlavored clio for “"You Got Locky™ ana
the Allca In wonoaciandian “Con't Come
Arsund Hare Mo Narg"7). For his vision
and griginality, on the hesels o' the darkly
riveting vigeo for "Mary Jane's Last
Dance,” Petty received HMTV's Vioeo Wan-
guard Asard iLn 1984 for career excellonce
in the medium of vides Art.

5till, Petty's most imprassive work for
|the worla ef filn iz the fcore he orota-in
30 days, n¢ less-tor She's Tre One, yourg
{iimmaker Eo Burns' majer notiorn piiture
fellow-up to his well-receives indie
debut, The Brcthers WcAllen. Ang while
the sounctrack stanos solidly on its oun
85 @ piece of music, what it does best 5%
ultimately cenplement the Tilm's rood and
storylire—something that coesn't happen
quite often encugh thase days.

Will we see Patty aciing vp on the big
sCrEEn again anytine seon? while he says
ha thirks ne will somotire in the *uture,
h& ooes have a dsy joo. “1 did get asked
to do [a film recently] wits Billy Bab
Trarrtor., But 1 had tc back out at the
last second,” he said during the same SFX
Radio Metvork special, laughing, “baciuse
the record company redlly does prefer that
I fintsh these CDs.*




