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CLOSING NIGHT—Tom Petty joins the Plimsouls al the closing night show at
- the Whisky in Los Angeles. The venue has closed its doors, al least
temporarily.

Hollywood Palace Ready
For Reopening This Month

LOS ANGELES—The landmark
Hollywood Palace is set to reopen at
the end of this month as the Palace, a
combination video/film production
factility and showcase for live and
multimedia entertainment.

The reopening comes more than
four years after principals Dennis
and Bc!.er]'. Lidike and Paul Hend:-
_._son bought the property for
S?W_‘IIJU-D Constructuion began 1n
1978, but high interest rates forced
15 suspension until earlier thas year,

Dennis Lidike, chief operating of-
ficer of Gribbitt Lid., a locally-based

=~ graphics, typeselting, color separa-

uon and printing complex, says the
total investment in the Palace was in
excess of $6 million. “The cost of
money over the four years ran that
way up.” he notes.

Lidtke says the Palace will be
geared to video production activity
on weekdays and concerts and caba-
ret events on weekends. “The eve-
nings will always include some sorl
of live concert activily 1n conjunc-

| Talent In Action

OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN
TOM SCOTT

Universal Amphitheatre,

gy Universal City, Calif

Tickets: 8i7.50, 515

Newton-John's lirst Iocal appearance i five
years—since her co-stamng role in “Grease’ re-
yived and redirected her career—was a total
tnumph, elicifing the boisterous fan response
normally seen only at rock shows

Part of the reason for that reaction 15 thal the
singer includes reckish matenal in her set, from
the "S0s-shaded “You're The One That | Wanl”
fo the new wave-mfluenced “Heart Aflack.’”
Newton-John also sings with greater strength
and conviclion, even on the older ballads. Her
emphatic vocals gave an extra emaotional dimen
sion to the rueful “Sam” and the plaintve

'Please Mr. Please”

Another key to the Oct. 7 show's Success was
the simplicity ol the staging by Kenny Ortega,
who has not always exercised such restraint, as
seen i his overblown extravaganaa for Cher lasl
year. Because special effects here were used
spanngly, they achieved grealer impact, a5 when
a glittery substance fell during “Silvery Rain,” @
power ballad from the “Physical” album,

The staging was also impressive on “Sud-
denly," which Newlon-John sang with backup
singer Dennis Tufana The two slarted out sit-
ting shyly on steps at either end of the stage
and slowly came together as the song s lempo

built, And the meelnus& and melodrama of "l

Honestly Love You,
' staged, with Newlton-John

uon with straight disco,” he says
“I'd like to see mights for country,
jazz and new wave.”

The Palace's director of video pro-
duction is Dee Baker, who has
worked on tv specials by Lily Tom-
lin and Neil Diamond. Video pro-
ductions already taped in the theater
include an hour-long Sheena Easton
special, since sold to HBO; “The
Amencan Movie Awards.” a recent
two-hour NBC-TV special, and
“Merv Al The Palace,” starnng talk
show veteran Merv Gnffin.

While the Palace won't officially
reopen until Oct. 29-30, the video
production stage has been in use
since spring. The venue has also
hosted several private parties

Lidtke hopes labels will use the
club both 1o showcase acts and to
shoot and screen videos, “The facil-
ity was built for the industry.” he
says, “and 1 hope the industry can
regain a level of financial health that
will enable it to use it. If the record
business survives, I'll survive.”

alent & Venues

More Salem Country Shows Set
Series Begins Second Leg With November L.A. Date

By PAUL GREIN

LOS ANGELES-—Salem’s Coun
try Giold "82 concert senies, which re
|,"Hll1.'l.||:'|' yl'um‘d 5 1.9 mullion in mine
dates last spring, is set lo begin s
second leg of seven shows Nov. 5 al
the Spons Arena here. The show
stars Alabama, Mickey Gilley and
Johnny Lee and is |.1|‘ILm|J I‘l'.. the
Thrasher Brothers,

Tickets, which were priced at
512.50 across the board on the
spring tour, will jump o $15 for this
second fleet of shows, according 1o
promoter Sonny Simmons, head of
Mashville’s Century Il Promotions

“For the entire 16-show series 10
wind up in the black, some refine-
ments had to be made,” Simmons
says. “Bome cast culs here and tcket
price deu-\lm:.nl'\ there. The philos-
ophy of the show is 1o give the most
for the least, but 1fu.r|. s a hmit o

whal we can give

EASY AS ABC?

By CARY DARLING

LOS ANGELES — Nol many
groups travel as part of a l6-piece
entourage and have stage shows
with changing sets, but that is
exactly what Mercury's ABC, tour-
ing the US. in December, plans to
do. The quartet, which s charling
with its single “The Look Of Love™
and album “The Lexicon Of Love.”
believes in performing on a grand
scale and 15 somewhal con-
temptuous of much of the British
“mew wave” they are lumped with
for believing otherwise.

“If it was good enough for Burl
Bacharach and the Temptations,
why couldn’t it be good enough for
us?" asks 24-year-old Martin Fry.
lead vocalist for the Sheffield, Eng-
land-based band. “A lot of people,
especially in the UK., shortchange
themselves. They're cheapskates
They're using backing tapes, but
why shouldn't people feel the full-
bodied sound of a string secuion?

kneeling on a stack of towels lollowing her work
out with “Fhysical.”

The show also made effective use of video. If
ppened with @ montage of Newton-John's career
milestones: mcluded a video chip of “The Prom
i5e.”" which features the singer cavorting with
dolghins, and closed with screened “credits” for
band and crew members

There were two coslume changes, but the
only props in the show were a leather jacket for
“You're The One That | Want” and a cowbaoy hal
for "It You Love Me Let Me Know,” perormed
as part of laur-song counlry mediey. Among the
other standoul selections. the beguiling
“Magic" and the irepressible “Make A Move On
Me '

Mewlon-John was backed by a Seven-man
band fronted by saxophonist Tom Scott. The en
semble also opened the show with a 30-minute
cot laced with songs fram Scoll's new Elektra al

bum, "“Desre"’ Highlight of the 'e1 Was 3 pow
erful reading of Paul McCartney's “Maybe I'm
Amazed " FM.I:I. GREIN

DENIECE WILLIAMS
JEFFREY OSBORNE
Radin City Music Hall,
New York Cify
Admission: 517.30, 5§15, /2 50

This concert matched two of the best sinpers
on the current pop music s5cene, ang already gs-
tablished as a consistent solo acl, the other
seemingly a sure bet to be one.
hiner Williams turned i a solid, it un
show, leaning heavily on materal

from her two Thom Bell-produced Columbia al
bums. As expected, recent hits such as "Silly”
and “Il's Gonna Take & Miracle” were well re
cewed. However, the set's most interesting ma
ments came when Williams, 3 born-again Chris
fian, performed her Irademark pospel song
“lesus s Amazing” and Billie Hohday's “'God
Blece The Chyld." The songs proveded a conlras!
in styles that Williams exploited well, On
“Child,” her soaring voice, far removed lram
Holiday's sultry delivery, made for a very dis
tinctive interpretation of the jazz classic

Wilhams performed in a tight fitting autfil of
red, orange, and silver made of bright reflective
material, noteworthy since if suggested a con
scious shill from the almost angelic appearance
ahe has projected onstage in the past

During Wilhams' performance, opener Jefirey
Osborme came oul 1o duel with her on “Too
Much, Too Little, Too Late.” Al his appearance
the apdience’s ftemale fans reacted with the
kmd of enthusiasm usually reserved for a Teddy
Pendergrass or Peabo Bryson, Singing most of
the songs on s sell-titled ABM debul and a
couple of tasty chestnuts from his days as LTD's
lead singer, Dsborne showed considerable vocal
pifts and an energetic attilude which made m
an immediale lavonte. A dramalic, well-crafted
performance of LTD's finest song, “Love Bal
l2d.” prowded the hghlight of an extiemely pol
ished sel

Williams and Osborne shared the same 11
member band and the same basic slage set-up.
Daoing double duty was an outstanding crew ol
musicians including the Average White Band's

(Continued on page 34)

“"We have 130 people on the road,
12 buses, Nive trucks and five imos,
and the expenses warranted the
raise. Also, we need 14,000-seaters
just 1o lay down the kh-:n.'- md o ||!|-:
fall wour we're gong o ]'rl 1ying
some smaller halls, We won'l hrL.u
cven on our shows in Albuguerquoe
or Las Cruces even thoagh those are
;__-mu.l couniry markets.”

Simmons says the spring shows
averaged 85% of capacily in venues
holding from 15,000 1o 20,000, He
says the most successful date was the
Mini-Dome of the Silverdome in
Pontiac. Mich.. where there was
24,000 paid attendance; the least
successful was Nassau Coliseum on
Long Island, which drew 13,900 out
ol a hl.'a'l]"ill'il.fr' of 18,500

All of the shows are sel for indoor
coliseums, except the last date Nov
21 at the Gulfstream Race Track ata
fairgrounds in Hallandale, Fla. Sim-

Why not? It’s 1982, There's no rea-
son W diminish your audience and
yoursell."”

The 16-piece band would include
the four members of ABC (Mark
White, keyboards and guitar; David
Palmer, percussion; Steven Single-
ton, saxophone) plus at least six
strings, two keyboards, one bassist
and other instruments. Venues will
also be rather unconventional, al-
though nothing has yet been set. In
Los Angeles, for example, the band
15 eyeing the Dorothy Chandler Pa-
vilion. It 15 these types of actions,
they feel, which will separate them
from the rest of the British new mu-
sic scene to Amencans. “It's irntat-
ng and mmevitable to some extent,
but the music does speak for iself,”
says Fry. "It stands on its own two
feet. To be seen in the same context
as A Flock Of Seagulls, Haircut One
Hundred and Talk Talk is upsel-
ung.”

The wur may seem grandiose, but
it does fil the tone and mood of the
album, which recently enlered the
UK. charts at No. 1. The quartet,
which claims it writes all its SONES 45
a group so no individual writer cred-
its are given, makes heavily-orches-
trated music (produced by Trevor
Horn, who used to be in Yes and the
Buggles) which has echoes of Phil
Spector and mid "60s Motown, Even
the name, ABC, was a 1970 Jackson
5 song. “That might have hud 50me-
thing to do with it,” laughs Fry. "Bul
it was the idea of jusi ]'I:IL]-.!IIII-_ out the
first three letters of the alphabet
rather than associating ourselves
with any specific sort of music.”

“We're interested in an inter-
r1.'1[mrm| sense,” adds Mark White

“Alot of new E |:1-1]|l~h SrOUps mean
nothing all around the world. We
l'hnur-it! a name like ABC could ap-
peal 1o any sort of European-based
country in the world.”
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CHANCE SHOW—Cyclops Records

artist Jan Miles plays the Chance in

Poughkeepsie, N.Y., opening for
Marshall Crenshaw.

maons says that date is an experiment
o see how the show works out of
doars. The show, which runs four
and a half hours, fealures sound
by Clair Brothers and lighis by Ban-
dit Lights of Knoxville

Simmons says the reason for
scheduling the shows only in the
spring and fall 1s that most country
aruists are busy playmg parks and
fairs in the summer. This is the first
nationwide tour for Sitmmaons' Cen-
try Il Promotions, best known for its
involvement in fairs.

I'he Salem Country Gold "82 con-
certs also mark R.J. Reynolds® first
full-scale venture in lWour Sponsor-
~.hjp according Lo Simmons,

Jim Jnhnhtnn Reynolds' execu-
tive vice president, says: “The
blending of Salem and country mu-
sic 15 & natural, Country sellings
have been a key part of !.lrtu..ill\f all
of Salem's adv r.:rn-unb throughout its
25-year history.”

U.K. Band Eyes Elaborate Show
For Upcoming Tour Of U.S.

The band Likes to think of itself as
making motion pictures for the ear.
“] like the idea u!' songs being three-
minute epics,”” comments Fry.

“Soundiracks with a widescreen ef-
fect where you can throw in every-
thing.™

It was producer Horn who helped
them do this. “We were very am-
bitious, but it would lead o frustra-
ton. Trevor could articulate a lot of
our ideas. He'd say, instead of using
a string machine, like on the demo,
why not use a real stnng orches-
tration?” recalls Fry.

“He taught us that whatever we
want to do, doit,” adds White. “Why
not have this on the record? Let's do
it instead of thinking an 1dea 1s lu-
dicrous and not doing it.”

It is somewhat ironic that ABC
has this attitude, as il comes from
economically depressed Northern
England, where the musical norm
has been such bands as Human
League, and Orchestral Maneouvres
In The Duark, who have a darker,
more minimalist, and often more po-
litical approach. “A lot of umes po-
litical themes wind up as sloganeer-
ing. Some of the best political
statements are just a maturity in
wrntng.” comments Fry. “Like “The
Message,’ the ‘Temptations’ ‘Take A
Look Around,” Stevie Wonder's

{Cantinued on page 15)

The use of video clips in clubs
and other venues is changing their
atmosphere, suggests the oper-
ator of 3 rock’n’roll video party
service. It's also said to be spur-
ring record sales, Page 32.
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