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It was to be & weekend of
reat showings under du-
5. First Tom Petty ower-
ame the effects of a sore
hical fo turn A & wocal

performance of rire lustier
on Satwrday: then Bnan
Sipe rallied from the flu to
da it to the Dolphing on
Sunday. Cerms, anyone!
The only thing that kept
me from liking last year's
Tom Petty show was the
band's cool, stand-offish
sage presenoe they
acted supremely bored and
distant. Thiz time, Lhey
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T and it was hard (0 imagine
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behaved like recent Dale
Carnegee graduales; mdv-
ing nimbly about the stage,
interacting with the sedi-
ence and each other, crack-
ing jokes. GCuitarist Mike
Campbell actually smiled
= pot once, but many
times_ IE's obvious that T.P
and the boys are a lot more
confident and lopse since
they started touring, and
that's all their shows need-
ed o move a dep beyond
skillful plawing and create
real empathy and excite-
menl — &3 this one ungues-
teonably did,

You never could [ault
them for poor execulion,

a more high-stepping ™'l
Heed To Know, a more
vibrant *"American Cirl,"
and a “Refugee™ tha
rolled mare powerfully for-
ward than the renditions
fired off this night. Petty is
an engaging front man as
well 33 & knowledgeable
leader; the J-k:mhru'krr:-_!
are  four seasoned pro-
lessionals who know exact-

Iy what to play and when o g
play it. When they cooked, &
the crowd bailed with them,
and when they eased it &
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dawn 1o “‘simmer’” in The Fabubous Poodles

“Breakdown,' everyone Odeerve some credit for

slipped right into, the
groove, For being  sick,
Petty’s volce was unutually
character-dilled and resili-
ent, and the Heartbreakers'
Instrumental accents seem-
ed 1o add a musical A
menl™ to his pleadings
Mol a minute was wasted,
and gven their energetic
song endings topped ofl
ench number with a final,
dramatic flair, Mo doubt
about it — at & time when
economy 13 a bR lsswe,
Tomm Petty and the Heart-
hreakers et a good ex-
ample by making every-
thing count, This was one
of the strongest periorm-
ances I"ve seen all yvear.

setting it up. Jokers? Sure
thvey are, but Who said rock
shouldn’t be fund Fact s,
the Fab Poos wed humor 1o
muslc in a manner that
benelits both and compro-
mises neither, ““Mirror
Star™ bore witness to their
prowess al pure, original
rock, but the crowd got the
biggest charge out of their
suave choreagraphy fo the
Ventures-ish “'Pink  City
Twist” and their frantic
“miy Generation.” They're
almost too good 1o be an
opening act — bul most
everyone in attendance at
the Palace was glad they
it

Dave Vorlker




