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Elvis impersonators fight BMIon song ruliﬁg
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HIS NATION'S

army of Elvis imita-

tors—now  estimated

at more than 600—js

up. in arms
OVEr AR ATTEMpE b MUSter
them our of service.

In February, Broadcas:
Music Inc. (BMI), a
song=licensing organiza-
tign, advised LLS. con-
cert. promoters that it
would be considered a li-
cense infringement if any
P:anlTn:r di.d mare dﬂﬂn
three Elvis Prr_tle}-' sOngs
in one show, BMI listed
150 songs in particular
Reactions from Elvis
clones were immediate

and outraged.

the response, atr:mpt:d to cIaI‘if',r
the issue. "We grant only per-
forming rights, not dramaric
rights,” said BMI Senior Vice-
President Theodora Zavin.
"Dramaricrightsbelong towhoev-
I:rj:lua.ds d'l! I:EP}"—
right on a song
[Elvis Presley
Music and othec
publishing com-
panies]. Theres a
great deal of con-
fusion over whar
constitutes a dra-
|£] maric presenta-
& don and what is
# simplya perform-
ance—it can

 use of dialogue or
Emﬂf}l ar Ccos-
tume.” Ehis Pres-
ley Music consid-

fenntr

of more than three songs o consti-
ture dramatic presentation.
Robert Osterberg, atromey for
Elis Presley Music and other
publishing companies thar insd-
gaced the song reseriction through
o BMI, said thar g
¥ "once you re-cre-
o are Elvis ongtage
in any fashion,
vou're into dra- [
matic content. We [
have asserted
claims against
Rick Saucedo
|who has an Elvis
show on Broad-
w‘a].-'] thar remain
unsatished. Our
clients have in-
structed us ro
threaten lawsuies,

We did thar wich

¥l

star Wefiled suirs against the others
[unauthorized shows], and they
immediarely backed away” Sau-
I:EdD'S ﬂttﬂfr.lt?‘ {']arlc. Mﬂfl’.‘ LIS,
gaid he did roe feel there was any
legal basis for song restriction. "It
looks like a smoke screen
to me, but it probably is
gearing a lot of people
DFE"

Dann.}' G'Da}r, MAnAZ-
er of Dennis Wise, who
| recently emerged from
plastic surgery In-nkihg a
lot like Ebvis, said thar his
plans for Wise's perform-
ance hﬂd not clﬂangtd.
"The Presley estate is try-
ing to prohibic reproduc-
ton of his image. We're
not doing a dramatic
presenganon. You fry o
prohibit  image— thar

BMI, bewildered by weee— crs performance se——————fcns Chrie, Super-  oes—— purs Rich  Licde and

Frank Garshin out of business"
Mast incensed was Chet Actis,
manager of Alan Meyer, who's
been doing an Ehis “tribure” for
four years. "We'll challenge it
said Actis. "We're opening May
4th in Los Angeles ar the
Aquarius, right across the sreet
from Colonel Parker's office. Sa [
guess they'll know about it We
have a TV specia] rcar:h-' Lo gon, an
album ready to release. If anybady
tries to enjoin Alan from perform-
ing, we'll charge an antirrust viola-
tion. Elvis Presley Music and
Gladys Music cannat conspire o
put somebody out of business.
This is totally unprecedented in
music. They're implying that you

carnot do other people’s music”
—CHer Furro

No contest:

Led Zeppelin
cops a plea
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ED ZEPPELIN'S
attorneys have entered
pleas of nolo contendere
to all charges of battery
resuling from last sum-
mer’s fight berween four members
of Zeppelins entourage and three
of Bill Grahiam® staff in Oakland.
{Nolo contendere amounts to
slightly less than a guilty plea,
subjecting defendants to convic-
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ILES DAVIS IS BACK
in the studio after an

HIITI.EISI.' t!lIﬁE—}'Eﬂt 81:'—

sence. With Diavis, whose bands in

tiot, but allowing them to deny
charges in other proceedings, 1e.,
a pending #2 million civil damage
suit filled by Graham’s people. )

The plﬂ.s were entered Febru-
ary 16th, five days before the crimi-
nal case against manager Peret
{::l.'u'-'ll'.l.[.| drl.]rnml:r Jnhn Bl:mhim.
road manager Richard Cale and
bodyguard John Bindon was ro go
o jury trial.

After the SUTPrIsSE Move, the
judge ar Oakland Municipal
Court gave the four suspended jail
SENIENCES :l:l:lpliﬂ:d tI'lf'lTl O e =
and two-year probations, depend-
ing on the counts of battery against
each person. Bindon, accused of
twoacts of bartery, was fined §500
and 750,

The crimmnal case is now re-
solved, but the civil damage sum
is still on the books. Because the
Zeppelin personnel did not re-
ceive jail sentences and therefore
did not have to make an appear=
ance in court, the civil case will be
harder to pursue, As lawyers for
both sides pu'mrcd out, the prose-
cution still needs to get more dep-
osions from all involved parnies
and to discover Zeppelin’s assets.

"Led Zeppelin has to be the
happiest bunch of people on this
earth at this minuee)” said Jack
Berman, attorney for Led Zep-
pelin in the civil case. The criminal
case, he said, could have lasted
weeks, and the plea saved his

Its been a crazy year and a balf’
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M PETTY AND

the Heartbreakers'

new album should f-

nally be ocur in mid-

April, eighteen months

after their debut LP was released.

The group is c::lmp]cl:ing the

album in a converted apartment

house on “the bad side” of Holly-
wood Boulevard.

"It's been a long time since our
last album,” Tom Pemy agrees.
"But its been a crazy year and a
half, you know" It began with Tom
Petty and the Heartbreakers, released
without advernsing at the same
time as new albums from the
Eagles and Fleerwood Mac. There
were other problems, roo: a highly
visible punk outfit led by ex-INew
York Diall Johnny Thunder was
also called the Hearchreakers.
"The press thought we were
punks,” Petty says. "Most people
didn't know us atall. We were just
ancther newgroup. Wehadn'teven

toured together when we made
tl'le BR:"L“TL Sﬂ WE Went oul on [he‘

who plays himself being inter-
viewed on the air, is fearured in the
upcoming hlm FM.)

" "Breakdown' seems like ages
agn,” Perty says. "The whale hrst
album was just tapes from the first
week we were together”

That album was sdll climbing
the chares when the Heartbreakers
cutshorrtheirtourtobeginrecord-
ng the follow-up LP early this

it : Ry
year, "We were so anxious to 80

geein and do it says drum- @G
mer Stan Lynch, "we just
went in the swdio and
attacked " Thl:y Seques-
tered themselves ar 8
Shelter Studios, a &5
dimly lir, comformbly

dilapidated  building. |
They have been playing §
and recording there
nighly, distilling ten new
tracks with producer
Denny Cordell,

"We're much
more of 2 band
now, Perty
stresses. ' Ir's

all very bal-

the Sixties spawned most of this clients both time and money. road...and stayed out” anced—not
decade’s jazz-rock superstars, are Bur Patrick Hallinan, who is The group worked rrelessly | just Tom
guitarist Larry l?crv:“, drummer representing Graham's people in throughour 1977, playing the | Petny”
Al Fr:nspet, bassl.s: TM Srem_z-n,s the civil case, sounded uncon- Etﬂtc:i,, _Eng].and and Eurn‘pc_ Pl:l:ty al-
s Grorge Pt b . || Led s bve | /Rt o pgped vt | s cne
'E:I:u: ;:rc:r de—sf:l:bed lt}le rra:iﬁ Eotten the uppes hand. “As A R TS L‘a:rlr bacl: aﬁ.it |'|:.r_| La.rt};d- Esi iticant-
recorded so far as having a "serong daddy always used ro say, "You've | uer here, too” “Breakdown” a | Iy larger™
sense of lyncism” Release plans got tocome out to eat sometime, | sinugus single that had failed once, | contrace
are sdll vague. = he said. “We'll get them.” was rereleased and this nme ook | wich ABC/
—Evan Hoste | hold. (The song, along with Peety, | Shelter to

Tom Petty returns for more

include the rest of the Heart-
breakers {Mike Campbell on gui-
tar, Ron Blair on bass, Benmont
Tench on keyboards and Lynch on
drums). The label has assured
Petty the new album and a
world rour will receive massive
support. And no one associates the
Heartbreakers

with punk
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